



Peeling Back the Layers – Grade 7



How to Examine a Poem for Diction, Imagery, Syntax, and





         Point of View

Objectives:


To analyze a poem for diction, imagery, syntax and point of view


To analyze the poem, “Like You” by Roque Dalton


To connect the author’s use of language with tone and meaning

Guidelines:


Analysis of diction

· individual word choice

· with emphasis on

nouns

verbs

adjectives

adverbs

· indicated in text by underlining

Analysis of imagery

· a link to the senses

· through words and phrases including figures of speech

· types

smell

olfactory

taste

gustatory

sight

visual

sound

auditory

touch

tactile

· indicated in text by parentheses

Analysis of point of view

· perspective

· person

· indicated in text by parentheses

Analysis of syntax

· types of sentences according to form

simple

compound

complex

compound/complex

· indicated in text at left margin

simple

(S)

compound
(CD)

complex
(CX)

compound/

complex
(CD/CX)

fragment
(F)





Like You






By Roque Dalton



Like you I



love  love life the sweet smell



of things, the sky-blue



landscape of January days.



And my blood  boils up



and I laugh  through eyes



that have known the buds of tears.


I believe the world  is beautiful



and that poetry , like bread , is for everyone .



And that my veins  don’t  end in me



but in the unanimous  blood


of those who struggle for  life,



love,


little  things,





landscape and bread,




the poetry of everyone.

Diction

Extension


Stanza one


“I”

lyrical quality



“love”

active verb  



“love”

noun, relationships



“life”

world in general



“sweet smell”
nature



“January”
new beginning


Stanza two




“blood”
life force



“boils”

connotes anger



“blood boils”
hyperbole, wrath, strong emotion, personal hatred



“laugh”
connotes a contrast with hyperbole



“buds/tears”
oxymoron, connotes contrasts of life





life, the positive and negative things


Stanza three


“world” and



“beautiful”
return to an affirmation of life



“poetry” and



“bread” and



“everyone”
connote the universal  need of the soul

for sustenance “food for the soul”


poetry as a food for the soul for all who

love life

Stanza four


“veins”


“unanimous”


“blood’
suggest the connection with humanity,




the brotherhood of man, the idea that one




person’s struggle is everyone’ struggle


“struggle”


“life

may represent different types of conflict:




political




religious




physical




emotional




spiritual


“love”


“little things”


“landscape”


“bread”


“poetry”
repeat key words of stanza one and may symbolize




 those things that make life precious, e.g.,




love

relationships




things

simple enjoyments




landscape
nature




bread

sustenance, nourishment, food






are like poetry, are the essential






things of life




Like You





by Roque Dalton


Like you I


love love, life, the (sweet smell) 
olfactory


of things, the (sky-blue)

visual


landscape of (January days.)

visual


And my (blood boils) up

visual/auditory


and (I laugh through eyes)

auditory


that have known the (buds of tears.)
visual/auditory


I believe the (world is beautiful)
visual


and that poetry, (like bread,) is (for everyone.)  gustatory  


And that my veins don’t end in me


but in the (unanimous blood)             visual / tactile  


of those who (struggle for life,)
visual


(love,)


(little things,)



visual



(landscape and bread,)

visual / olfactory


the (poetry for everyone.)

Imagery

Extension


Stanza one



“sweet smell”



“sky-blue”



“January days”
visual / olfactory images establish the






speaker’s appreciation of nature


Stanza two



“blood boils”

strong emotion, possible anger



“laugh through eyes”
enjoyment through others’ happiness



“buds of tears”

imply the two sides of life






buds
flowers (happiness)






tears
sadness






also connects with natural images from






stanza one


Stanza three



“world is beautiful”



“like bread”

positive aspects of life,






beauty and nourishment


Stanza four



“unanimous blood”



“struggle for life”
connote universal suffering



“little things”



“landscape and bread”




“poetry for everyone”






symbolize all that unites us as part of humanity






love, simple things, nature, food




Like You





By Roque Dalton


            Like you I



love love, life, the sweet smell

(S)

of things, the sky-blue



landscape of January days.



And my blood boils up

(CD/CX)
and I laugh through eyes



that have known the buds of tears.



I believe the world is beautiful

(CX)

and that poetry, like bread, is for everyone.



And that my veins don’t end in me



but in the unanimous blood



of those who struggle for life,

(F)

love,



little things,



landscape and bread,



the poetry for everyone.

    Linking Author’s Language to Tone and Meaning


The title, “Like You,” implies that the response will be a personal one, a characteristic of lyric poetry.  This personal touch makes the subject matter believable and more emotional.


As a lyric poem, the first person point of view is established in the first line with the personal pronoun “I.”  Subsequent stanzas repeat the personal pronoun “I” or the possessive pronoun “my.”


The diction and imagery overall suggest an appreciation for life—love, people, nature.  To show that life has its trials and tribulations, and injustice often occurs, the language, especially in stanzas two and four (first three lines), contrast with the serenity evoked in stanzas one and three.  Ultimately, a positive view of life prevails creating a tone of affirmation for life albeit some of its negative aspects.


This four- stanza poem consists of one idea per stanza.  Since stanza one affirms the simple beauty of nature, the structure is a simple sentence.  As stanza two establishes the contradictions found in life, positive and negative, the syntax also becomes more complex.  Stanza three returns to a more simple message, hence a brief complex sentence.  The fourth and last stanza repeats key words from stanzas one and three by enumerating the simple things that make life so precious.  Dalton implies that life continues in those who keep up the struggle.  This idea of struggle is reinforced, not by a sentence, but a fragment (dependent clause) indicating that the battle will never end but continue “in the unanimous blood / of those who struggle for life. . .”

