How to Construct an Argument

Grade Seven

Objectives:

To understand the process of creating an argument




To learn one of many different approaches to argumentation

Suggested time:
Two days





day one

rough draft and peer editing





day two

final draft

What follows is one way to organize a persuasive essay.

1. Read the prompt carefully.



Due to the attack on the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001,



the City of New York has to make a choice.  Should the Twin Towers



be rebuilt at Ground Zero or should the location become a memorial?



Write a multi- paragraph essay that defends (agrees) with or challenges



(disagrees) with one of the choices.

2. Before choosing, list the main reasons for supporting one side.

Label each reason R1, R2, R3, etc. .

3. Before choosing, list the main reasons for challenging one side.

Label each reason R1, R2, R3, etc. .

4. Decide which side you will take.  Which position feels more comfortable?

5. Organize the structure of your argument.



Introductory paragraph




Opening sentence
Refer to main situation 




Transitional sentence
Connect opening sentence to thesis.




Thesis


“I support/challenge the decision to rebuild







the Twin Towers at Ground Zero.”



Body paragraph




Topic sentence
“I support/challenge the decision for several







reasons.”




Reason #1 = R1





Elaboration 1 = R1E1





Elaboration 2 = R1E2





Elaboration 3 = R1E3




Reason #2





Elaboration 1 = R2E1





Elaboration 2 = R2E2





Elaboration 3 = R2E3




Reason #3





Elaboration 1 = R3E1





Elaboration 2 = R3E2





Elaboration 3 = R3E3



Concluding paragraph




Repeat each main reason (R1,2,3), and restate your position.




Or




Add a new reason (R4), repeat the main reasons (R1,2,3), and 




restate your position.


