Lesson Plan:

Maybe You CAN Judge a Book by Its Cover!

(Viewing and Representing)

--Karen Werkenthin

Level:  any

Time:  2-3 days (pre-reading and post-reading)

Objectives:

Students will

1. Determine the mood or tone of the cover illustration.  (The distinction between mood and tone:  mood is the emotional attitude of the author toward the subject, and tone is the attitude of the author toward the audience—C. Hugh Holman, A Handbook to Literature, 4th ed.)

2. Analyze the illustration for images (including colors), symbols, characterization, etc.

3. Explain how these elements in #2 create the mood or tone.

4. Predict the contents of the book based only on the illustration.

5. Analyze the accuracy of their predictions after they read the book.

6. (Optional)  If using different editions of the same book with different covers, students evaluate the effectiveness of each illustration.

7. Create their own cover illustration for the book.

Lesson Resources:

1. A classroom set of a book with an artistic cover illustration and/or several different editions of the same book with different covers.  An excellent example is Wendell Minor’s cover illustration for Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird.

“A Wendell Minor cover for…Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird, as elegant, still, and haunting as any he has done, is said to have increased sales of the book by 75,000 copies.”—David McCullough, Introduction to Wendell Minor:  Art for the Written Word, Twenty-Five Years of Book Cover Art, NY:  Harcourt Brace & Co., 1995.

2. A color overhead transparency of the cover illustration, if possible

3. Art supplies

Lesson:

Directions for students:

1. Draw a three-columned chart.

2. Study the cover illustration closely.  Then label the left column “What I See,” and describe everything you see in paragraph form.  End by describing the mood or tone of the illustration.

3. Label the middle column “What I Predict,” and write what you think this book will be about based on the illustration only.

4. Discuss the illustration with classmates.  Go back to the left column, and add anything you didn’t notice the first time.

5. Also, ask classmates for their predictions about the book, and add anything else you think significant to the middle column.

6. Submit what you have done at this point, leaving the third column blank for now.

7. After you finish reading the book, complete the third column labeled “What I Know Now.”  In this column explain how accurate you and your classmates were in your predictions about the book, and evaluate the illustration.

8. Design your own cover illustration for the book.

Variation #1:  Students look at different covers of the same book, take notes, write about differences, evaluate which would make them pick it up and read it and why.  After reading the book, they go back and analyze their accuracy and which cover illustration is most appropriate in their view and explain.  Again, have them design their own cover illustration for the book.

Variation #2:  Students could add a fourth column and have classmates write responses to their ideas in the first three columns.

