Pre-AP Seventh Grade Lesson

Sentence Composing for Middle School, Don Killgallon

Objectives:
Students will identify and use the following grammatical constructions in original sentences:

· independent clauses

· dependent clauses

· appositives

· prepositional phrases

· infinitive phrases

Students will

· imitate the syntactical order of sentences taken from the novel Out of the Dust.

· demonstrate an understanding of the effect the syntax has on the meaning of the sentence.

· write more elegant, complex sentences as a result of imitating the grammatical order and syntax of sentences written by a professional author.

Resources:

Sentence Composing for Middle School
Don Killgallon

Out of the Dust



Karen Hesse

Assignment and Completion Guidelines

Students first will study representative sentences from the Killgallon text.  Examples of sentences will be given containing independent and dependent clauses, appositives, and prepositional and infinitive phrases.  Students will learn four of Killgallon’s sentence composing techniques.

· sentence unscrambling

· sentence imitating

· sentence combining

· sentence expanding

Students, then, will use the same techniques with sentences from the novel Out of the Dust.

Note to teachers:

· do not show students original sentences until completion of exercises

· page numbers of  model sentences follow the lesson

Independent Clause
Sentence from novel


“We had an art exhibit last week in the basement of the courthouse to benefit the 


library.”

Unscrambling

a. an art exhibit last week

b. of  the courthouse

c. in the basement

d. we had

e. to benefit the library

Imitating

Imitate the syntactical form of the sentence making all of your sentence parts the 


same as the model.

Combining

a. We had an art exhibit last week.

b. The art exhibit benefited the library.

c. This art exhibit is located in the basement of the courthouse.

Expanding


Add whatever independent clause seems appropriate between slash mark.


“Sometimes, while I’m at the piano, / while Daddy finishes chores.”

Dependent Clause

Sentence from novel


“While I washed up dinner dishes in the pan, the wind came from the west 


bringing – dust.”

Unscrambling


a.
from the west


b.
while I washed up dinner dishes


c.
the wind came


d.
in the pan


e.
bringing – dust

Imitating


Imitate the syntactical form of the sentence making all of your sentence parts the 


same as the model.

Combining

a. The wind came from the west.

b. It came from the west bringing – dust

c. Dust was everywhere while I washed up dinner dishes in the pan.

Expanding


Add whatever dependent clause seems appropriate after the slash mark.


“ I couldn’t watch at dawn / wilted and dried.”

Appositives

Sentence from novel


“Haydon Parley Nye’s wife, Fonda, died today two months after she lost her 


man”

Unscrambling

a. after she lost

b. Haydon Parley Nye’s wife

c. Fonda died today

d. her man

e. two months

Imitating


Imitate the syntactical form of the sentence making all of your sentence parts the 


same as the model.

Combining

a. This is about Fonda

b. She was the wife of Haydon Parley Nye.

c. She died two months after she lost her man.

Expanding


Add whatever appositive seems appropriate after the slash marks.


“I walk with Daddy / up the slope and look out over the Beaver River / .”

Prepositional Phrase

Sentence from novel


“We both stared in wonder at the pond my daddy made and she said, a hole


like that says a lot about a man .”

Unscrambling

a. in wonder at the pond

b. and she said, a hole like that

c. says a lot about a man

d. we both stared

e. my daddy made

Imitating


Imitate the syntactical form of the sentence making all of your sentence parts the


same as the model.

Combining

a. My daddy made a pond.

b. We both stared in wonder.

c. She said a hole like that says a lot about a man.

Expanding


Add appropriate prepositional phrases at the slash marks.


“The way I see it, hard times aren’t / or / or dust. Hard times are / and hope, and


what happens when dreams dry up.”

Infinitive

Sentence from novel


“Mr. Roosevelt promises Daddy won’t have to pay a dime till the crop comes in.”

Unscrambling

a. to pay a dime

b. Mr. Roosevelt promises

c. comes in

d. till the crop

e. Daddy won’t have

Imitating


Imitate the syntactical order of the original sentence from the novel.

Combining

a. Daddy won’t have to pay a dime.

b. He won’t have to pay a dime till the crop comes in .

c. This is due to Mr. Roosevelt’s promises.

Expanding


Add  appropriate  infinitive phrases at the slash marks.


“And I know now that all the time I was trying / out of the dust, and /, the fact is,


what I am, I am because of the dust.”

Page numbers of sentences from Out of the Dust

Independent clause

pages 94 and 227

Dependent clause

pages 181 and 82

Appositive


pages 149 and 215

Prepositional phrase

pages 213 and 225

Infinitive phrase

pages 26 and 222

