Understanding Shakespeare – 7th Grade Pre-AP

“Full Fathom Five”

from The Tempest

by William Shakespeare

Lesson Objectives 

The student will: 

· paraphrase to illustrate understanding

· make inferences based on diction

· identify sound devices and discuss the effect

· recognize inverted word order in sentences and discuss the poet’s purpose

· identify images and analyze the effect on mood 

Read the poem/song below and paraphrase it line by line.  Answer the questions that follow.


Poem







Paraphrase

Full fathom* five thy father lies:

     


Of his bones are coral made;

Those are pearls that were his eyes;


Nothing of him that doth fade

But doth suffer a sea-change





Into something rich and strange.

Sea nymphs* hourly ring his knell*:




Ding-dong.

Hark! now I hear them—ding-dong, bell.


* fathom – a depth of 6 feet

*  Sea nymphs - goddesses once thought to inhabit the sea

* knell (nĕll) – the tolling of a death bell 

Diction - word choice

1.  What does the word “suffer” in line 5 mean?

2. The words “thy” and “doth” are archaic forms of words we use today.  

a.  What word would you use instead of “thy”? ______________



b.  What word would you use instead of “doth” ______________


3.  Based on word choice, what inferences can you make about when this 

selection was written?

4.  What words “rich” and “strange” indicate that the speaker’s attitude toward the   

change is __________________________________________________

Musical or Sound Devices 


Alliteration – the repetition of initial consonant sounds


Assonance – the repetition of vowel sounds followed by different consonants


Rhyme – the repetition of sounds at the ends of words


1.  Identify one example of each from the poem.



a.  alliteration

b. assonance

c. rhyme

2.  What observations can you make about the rhyming pattern of the poem?

3.  What is the effect of the use of the musical devices in this poem? 

Sentence Structure


The normal word order is inverted or reversed in some lines of this poem.  

a.  Quote a line where the word order appears to be reversed from what 

     you would expect it to be.

b.  Rewrite the line in the normal order.

c.  Why might a poet use inverted word order?

Imagery  - words or phrases that appeal to one of the five senses

1.  The poem contains images that appeal to two of the senses.  Fill in the chart 

with the type of sensory appeal, and give an example of each. 

	Appeals to the sense of ____________
	Appeals to the sense of _____________

	
	


2. Which image from the poem was the most vivid for you?  Why?

3.  On a separate sheet of paper, draw a picture of the scene as described in the 

poem.  Be sure to include all of the details mentioned in the poem. 

4. At the bottom of your drawing write the sentence below and fill in the blanks. The diction and imagery creates a feeling of __________________________

because ____________________________________________________

