



Pre-AP English Grade Seven     2 – 21




         Values-Based Syllabus


Open enrollment is the policy of the El Paso Independent School District.  Students are encouraged to take challenging courses in order to be well prepared to succeed in Pre-AP and AP courses in high school.

Philosophy


Pre-AP Grade Seven is for middle school students who want to receive a good foundation in critical thinking, reading, and writing.  Pre-AP engages students with all types of literature, helps them recognize unique authors’ styles, and make logical assumptions.  Primarily, Pre-AP introduces students to an appreciation of the beauty of language.

Structure


This values based syllabus is another way to organize a Pre-AP, Grade Seven, Language Arts class.  Although only six values have been selected, each six weeks includes selections from traditional genres which include fiction and non –fiction, prose and poetry.  Among the essays and poetry, one novel per six weeks is listed.  The novel may take two or three weeks, while essays and poetry may take the remainder of time.  Teachers may wish to teach the novel for six weeks with essays and poetry interspersed regularly for the sake of variety.


The values reflected in this syllabus are qualities that students may admire and wish to emulate.  One value dominates each six week period.  The values are:


First six weeks


Individuality


Second six weeks


Adaptability


Third six weeks


Courage


Fourth six weeks


Wisdom


Fifth six weeks


Perseverance

Sixth six weeks


Respect







 
for Natue








for Others

Resources


Glencoe Literature (7)




Glencoe/McGraw-Hill Multicultural Series (6-8)


Prentice Hall Literature (7)


Supplementary novels

Objectives


The following objectives reflect skills that will prepare seventh grade students to read and write critically.  Some skills are mastered easily, while others need reinforcement throughout the semester.  Teachers should decide which skills need reinforcement and choose those selections that lend themselves to analysis of those skills.  The most important thing to remember is that literary, rhetorical, grammatical, and syntactical elements contribute to authors’ purpose and meaning.

Literary and Rhetorical Analysis

for Prose


learn to annotate close reading passages


recognize elements of fiction



Freytag’s Pyramid



types of conflict



foreshadowing



flashback



point of view



theme


identify tone through diction and  point of view


identify details, symbols, irony, and allusion and archetypes (when applicable)


recognize author’s audience and purpose


learn elements of argumentation


connect all rhetorical strategies to meaning

for Poetry


recognize all elements of poetry including  rhetorical strategies that apply both to 


prose and poetry

Grammar/Syntax


analyze sentences according to type and purpose



simple



compound



complex



compound/complex



declarative



interrogative



imperative



exclamatory


learn punctuation, especially



semi-colon



comma



colon



dash


recognize loose/periodic sentences


recognize phrases



prepositional



infinitive



gerund



participial


recognize a few syntax strategies such as



anaphora



epistrophe



repetition


connect grammar and syntax elements to authors’ style, purpose, and meaning

Writing


practice all modes of discourse



narrative



descriptive



expository



persuasion


analyze literature, not summarize it


write topic sentences



develop into paragraphs



use clincher sentences


write longer essays



intro



body



conclusion


use evidence, facts, quotes correctly


practice timed writings



one pagers



with advanced preparation



and discussion

Activities


The suggested activities reinforce literary, rhetorical, grammatical, and syntactical objectives appropriate for Pre-AP seventh graders.  Teachers should decide which activities best suit their teaching styles; however, there are three on-going activities that will prove beneficial; selecting close reading passages, annotating them by analyzing author’s purpose and meaning through all types of literary elements and strategies, and writing about this connection in paragraphs, multi paragraph essays and timed writings.

First Six Weeks
Individuality

Reading Selections


“Two Kinds” from The Joy Luck Club


Amy Tan


“My Furthest-Back Person”




Alex Haley


from “Song of Myself”




Walt Whitman


“I’m Nobody”






Emily Dickinson


“Me”







Walter de la Mare


“The Writer”






Richard Wilbur


“Flint”







Christina Rossetti


“Names/Nombres”





Julia Alvarez


from Barrio Boy





Ernesto Galarza


“Face It”






Janet S. Wong


Out of the Dust





Karen Hesse

Activities


On-going


annotation of close reading passages



connection of all strategies to purpose and meaning



written analytic essays about selections rather than summaries


Additional


explain how the value of  Individuality is developed in selections



write expository essays about ancestors



write original poetry about yourself



Out of the Dust




keep a diary for a week





imitate Billie Jo’s poetic diary style





find photo-journals of the Depression





make a collage to depict the Oklahoma Dust Bowl

Second Six Weeks
Adaptability

Reading Selections


“Hollywood and the Pits”




Cherylene Lee


“Growing Pains”





Jean Little


“A Crush”






Cynthia Rylant


“Last Cover”






Paul Annixter


“Birthday Box”





Jane Yolen


“Rip Van Winkle”





Washington Irving


“old age sticks”





e e cummings


Dicey’s Song






Cynthia Voight

Activities


On-going



annotation of close reading passages



connection of all strategies to purpose and meaning



written analytic essays rather than summaries


Additional



explain how the value of Adaptability is developed in selections



view film(s) where Miss Lee was a child actor



write a poem about getting along with parents imitating Jean Little’s style



write an essay about your tenth birthday or another memorable one



in groups write a one act play about a modern RipVanWinkle twenty 



years into the future



Dicey’s Song





read Homecoming before Dicey’s Song



trace the changes in relationship between Dicey and her 




grandmother




see Dicey as an archetype





make a case for the affirmative





make a case for the negative




discuss the significance of the title, especially the word “song”





work with denotation





work with connotation

Third Six Weeks
Courage

Reading Selections


“New Directions”





Maya Angelou


“The Wreck of the Hesperus”




Henry Wadsworth










Longfellow


“I’ll Walk the Tightrope”




Margaret Danner


“Too Soon a Woman”





Dorothy M. Johnson 


“A Boy and His Dog”





Martha Brooks


“To James”






Frank Horne


“Dreams”






Langston Hughes


“Racing the Great Bear” retold by



Joseph Bruchac


“A Woman’s Triumph on Everest”


from Beyond the Limits




Stacy Allison 


from Rosa Parks:  My Story




with Jim Haskins


“The Courage That My Mother Had”



Edna St. Vincent










Millay


Streams to the River, River to the Sea


Scott O’Dell

Activities


On-going



annotation of close reading passages



connection of all strategies to author’s purpose and meaning



written analytic essays rather than summaries


Additional



explain how the value of Courage is developed in selections



research the origin of the Civil Rights Movement and the Selma, Alabama



Bus Boycott



view documentary on Sir Edmund Hillary’s conquest of Mt. Everest



Streams to the River, River to the Sea




draw a map tracing the route of the Lewis and Clark Expedition 




from St. Louis, Missouri to Astoria, Washington


 

retell some of Sacagawea’s adventures from 





her point of view





her baby's point of view





Scannon’s point of view (Lewis’ dog)




argue the following:





Sacagawea died in her early twenties





Sacagawea lived to her eighties at the Wind River





Reservation in Wyoming

Fourth Six Weeks
Wisdom

Reading Selections


“Primer Lessons”





Carl Sandburg


“Justin Lebo”






Phillip Hoose


“Amigo Brothers”





Piri Thomas


“The Walk”






Thomas Hardy


“Suzy and Leah”





Jane Yolen 


“How to Enjoy Poetry”




James Dickey


“The Princess and the Tin Box”



James Thurber


“Miracles”






Walt Whitman


from I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings


Maya Angelou


Runner in the Sun





Scott O’Dell

Activities


On-going



annotation of close reading passages



connection of all strategies to author’s purpose and meaning



written analytic essays rather than  summaries


Additional



explain how the value of Wisdom is developed in selections



investigate the allusion in the title  I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings



Runner in the Sun 




Salt as a character archetype




minor characters as additional archetypes




Chaco Canyon as a setting archetype




the Anasazi and Chaco Canyon




tracing Salt’s odyssey from Chaco Canyon to Tenochtitlan  (map)




evolution of corn from Valley of Mexico 




introduction of corn from Valley of Mexico to North America

Fifth Six Weeks
Perseverance

Reading Selections


“Within the Alamo”





Karle Wilson Baker


“Speech to the Army at San Jacinto”



Sam Houston


“A Boy and a Man” from Banner in the Sky

James Ramsey 









Ullman


from Into Thin Air





Jon Krakauer


from The Iceman





Don Lessem


from Henry V “St. Crispian’s Day Speech”


William Shakespeare
from Les Miserables  “On”


“The Charge of the Light Brigade”



Alfred,Lord Tennyson


“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening”


Robert Frost


Holes







Louis Sachar

Activities


On-going



annotation of close reading passages



connection of all strategies to author’s purpose and meaning



written analytic essays rather that summaries


Additional



explain how the value of Perseverance is developed in selections



research the Battle of the Alamo




William Travis




Santa Ana



research the Battle of San Jacinto




Sam Houston




Santa Ana



research the Battle of Balaclava (Crimean War)




Florence Nightingale and women nurses on the battlefield




Lord Raglan




The Victoria Cross



research the Battle of Agincourt



listen to music from Les Miserables



see film Henry V




view the part where Henry speaks the “St. Crispian’s Day Speech”


Holes








write a  palindrome using  the main character’s name, Stanley Yelnats, 



as a model;  write a palindrome other than a name



argue that Zero is a true friend



argue how discovering treasure may be good or bad



write a letter to Louis Sachar c/o his publishing company.  He lives in 



Austin, Texas”

Sixth Six Weeks
Respect
Reading Selections


for Nature


“We Are All One”





Laurence Yep


“Birdfoot’s Grampa”





Joseph Bruchac


“Loo-Wit”






Wendy Rose


“The Flower-Fed Buffaloes”




Vachel Lindsay


“Washed in Silver”





James Stephens


“Winter”






Nikki Giovanni


“Seal”







William Jay Smith


“Rikki-tikki-tavi”





Rudyard Kipling


“Papa’ Parrot”






Cynthia Rylant


“Rattlesnake Hunt”





Marjorie Kinnan










Rawlings


“Antaeus”






Borden Deal


for Others


from “In Search of Our Mother’s Gardens”


Alice Walker


“Independence Hall”





Charles Kuralt


“All Together Now”





Barbara Jordan


“Melting Pot”






Anna Quindlen


“The Scholarship Jacket”




Marta Salinas


“Strong Men Weep”





Benedict Cosgrove


“The Teacher Who Changed My Life


Nicholas Gage


“After Twenty Years”





O.Henry


Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry or



Mildred Taylor


The Incredible Journey




Sheila Burnford

Activities


On-going



annotation of close reading passages



connection of all strategies to author’s purpose and meaning



writing analytic essays rather than summaries

Additional


explain how the value of Respect toward Nature and Others is developed in


selections


research the use of the term “melting pot”


read additional essays on Lou Gehrig


find out more about Barbara Jordan from Texas


ask parents about a teacher who influenced them


ask your teacher about a teacher who influenced him or her


read the play, 1776

see the movie version of 1776

The Incredible Journey



trace the pets’ odyssey on their journey home by mapping their route



through perilous Canadian territory



explain the power of Nature as both a destructive and constructive force


Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry



explain the respect  demonstrated by a Black Southern Family




between parents




between parents and children 




between siblings




between family and society



list examples of racial inequities and make suggestions of possible 



remedies 




on a one to one basis




at school




in the community, state, and national level


  


Laying  the  Foundation




        Planning the First Six Weeks
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Course


Pre-AP Grade Seven

Focus


Individuality

Literature


Essays



“Two Kinds” from The Joy Luck Club


“My Furthest-Back Person”



“Names/Nombres”



from Barrio Boy

Poems



from Song of Myself



“I’m Nobody”



“Me”



“The Writer”



“Flint”



“Face It”


Novel



Out of the Dust

Week one


read


“Two Kinds”


explain how the value of Individuality is developed in the essay through author’s 


use of details


choose two or three consecutive paragraphs and


annotate each passage for elements of syntax; connect sentence structure with 


author’s purpose


analyze diction and use of dialogue to establish character


observe the differences in thinking between the “old” and the “new”; between 


cultures, Chinese and American


view selected scenes from the movie The Joy Luck Club

write a personal essay, one paragraph, about an older family member and his


or her relationship with a parent

Week two

read


“My Furthest-Back Person"


explain how the value of Individuality or  search for self  is developed


annotate the first four paragraphs for elements of syntax; for diction as it 


develops tone; foreshadowing; point of view to establish the informal approach


research the Republic of  Gambia, especially the Mandinka nation


research the African “griot” as oral historian, musician and entertainer


write an expository paragraph comparing the African griot with Alex Haley


trace your own roots to your great, great  maternal grandmother


trace Haley’s search through North America, Europe and Africa


view the first hour of the  TV mini-series, Roots, 1979

Week three


read


“Names/Nombres

from Barrio Boy


explain how the value of Individuality is developed in both essays

“Names/Nombres”


annotate several paragraphs, opening and closing, for sentence structure and 


connect to author’s purpose


annotate paragraphs that are rich in imagery and explain its function


connect the title with the idea of identity


write an expository paragraph about what makes you unique


write a narrative paragraph about your first name and why and how it was given


you



from Barrio Boy

annotate paragraphs 5-10 and highlight all the details that develop the principal’s

character

annotate paragraphs 12-14 for actions that demonstrate Miss Ryan a patient

and understanding teacher

annotate the three last paragraphs and highlight the descriptions that show life

at Lincoln School in the early 1900’s

rewrite any paragraph from the teacher’s point of view rather than Ernesto’s,

the young immigrant student

support, challenge, or qualify the assertion that the educational system of the early

1900’s was more successful that today’s

Week four

read

“Face It”

“Flint”

“The Writer”

“Me”

“I’m Nobody”

from Song of Myself

explain how the value of Individuality or uniqueness is developed in the six poems

paraphrase each poem, one sentence per stanza or per complete idea

“The Writer”

recognize visual and auditory imagery and discuss its connection to tone and theme

recognize the extended metaphor and its contribution to meaning

“Flint”

recognize the function of visual imagery and its connection to meaning or theme

connect the significance of the title to the theme

“Me”

identify all similes from the world of nature

what do they say about the speaker?

“Face It”

tie in the significance of the title with the theme

establish the function of repetition to theme



“belong”



“mouth”



“my nose”



“my eyes”



“my mouth” 

“I’m Nobody”

find the connotations of the words



“frog”



“June”



“Bog”

and connect to author’s purpose

find examples of visual imagery

establish the function of the punctuation

from Song of Myself
paraphrase the poem

why is free verse appropriate for the poem?

Week five 
read Out of the Dust

approximately twenty five pages per day, class time and homework

after reading fifty pages or so, the first fifteen or twenty minutes of each class period should be used for discussion

Day one



research the Depression (group work)


the Dust Bowl in Oklahoma (group work


maintain list of names and places


look for town and cities in maps of Texas, Oklahoma, and California

Day two


continue research (group work)

Day three


pages 3-29

Day four


pages 30-56

Day five

pages 57-82

Weekend


pages 83-133

Week six
Day one


oral group reports


pages 134-159

Day two

pages 160-186

Day three


pages 187-214

Day four

pages 215-227

Day five

topics for discussion 


character



Billie Jo



Daddy



Ma


setting



contrast between the Dust Bowl and California



the irony between the serenity of home in the dust and the uncertainty of 



California, the “land of milk and honey”


relationships



Billie Jo and Ma



Billie Jo and Daddy



Billie Jo and the land



Billie Jo and music


style



poetic prose



diary, first person point of view


themes



the strength of the human spirit



hope in the midst of desolation



the journey to maturity



wisdom through suffering

close reading passages


for annotation


skills focus




pages 197-98




allusion to the title




pages 205-6




imagery




repetition




figures of speech




reconciliation with father




page 215




syntax




page 219




allusion to title




the spirit of hope




the study of contrasts




pages 220-21




visual imagery




auditory imagery




olfactory imagery




page 222




allusion to title




extended metaphor




pages 223-224




syntax



I
imagery




figures of speech

additional activities


imitate Billie Jo’s style and keep a diary for one week


find photo-journals from the Depression era


make collages depicting scenes or symbols from the novel


write original poetry about your family


view the first part of the film The Grapes of Wrath
