Improving Student Writing

(And Still Having Time For Yourself)

· Utilize the types of essay prompts used on the Advanced Placement Language and 

Literature tests.

· Begin with short pieces of writing.  

· Use student responses to target problems and improve writing.

· Use the overhead projector to work with student samples on transparencies.

· Don’t mark everything wrong with every paper.  Focus on specific problems each time.

· Consistently require students to correct errors in essays.  Devise a correction sheet for use in your class.

· As part of the class grade, require that students attend sessions with you to discuss 

             essays.  Use small groups or individualized counseling.

· Allow students time away from an essay before returning it for revision.  

· Require that students read essays aloud to a parent, teacher, friend, etc.

· Introduce students to rubrics and have them score papers.  

· Require a “rubric response” after each paper.  The student must explain why the grade assigned to the paper was correct or not.  They must quote evidence from their essay and the rubric for support.

· Talk through essays.  This can include a discussion of the prompt and an outline of the essay.  Do this first as a class.  Later divide the class into groups and give them 40 minutes to discuss the passage & prompt, write an introduction that answers the question, and outline or write at least 1 body paragraph.  Students then share their response with the class. 

· Assign short timed writing assignments regularly.  

· Use paired papers (i.e. 2 persuasive, 2 literary analysis, 2 character analysis).  Assign the first essay.  Give a usage and mechanics grade as well as a content and structure grade.  Require that students correct the errors in grammar and usage.  Assign the second essay and score it holistically.

