



Pre-AP English, Grade Seven 1-27









   Interdisciplinary-Based Syllabus

 The El Paso Independent School District fosters the idea that AP Programs are for all students who wish to be challenged.  Pre-AP English is for seventh graders who want this challenge and plan to take AP English Language and Literature in high school in order to test out of college English.  With this in mind, there is an open enrollment policy, and all students are allowed to try Pre-AP courses.

Philosophy


Pre-AP Grade Seven is for middle school students who want to receive a solid foundation in critical thinking, reading, and writing.  Pre-AP engages students with all types of literature, helps them recognize individual authors’ styles and make logical assumptions. Primarily, Pre-AP introduces students to an appreciation of the beauty of language.

Structure

A syllabus should reflect a teacher’s preference for sharing information with students.  There is no special way to plan a year’s work.  The only caveat is that teachers need to cover those skills that AP has ascertained to be important.  This interdisciplinary syllabus is structured around History and English and includes literature that reflects all  traditional genres including poetry and drama.  All selections will be listed in the following order:


Historical documents


Biography


Autobiography


Oral history as retold by. . .



Memoirs


Historical poetry


Historical fiction or drama
Within this division, four of the six weeks’ periods reflect a multi cultural agenda.  For example,


First six weeks

Eclectic literature


Second six weeks

African American literature


Third six weeks

Hispanic American literature


Fourth six weeks

Native American literature


Fifth six weeks

Asian American literature


Sixth six weeks

Traditional literature

Resources

Glencoe Literature (7)


Glencoe/McGraw-Hill Multicultural Series (6-8)


Prentice Hall Literature (7)


Supplementary novels 


Sentence Composing for Middle School - Don Killgallon


Vocabulary for Achievement (First Course) Margaret Ann Richek, et.al.


The literature listed is only a suggestion.  All need not be taught; some may be studied in part only.  It is recommended that one historical novel be read per six weeks.


Many platitudes have been written about life and literature.  Some believe that all fiction is fact, and fact is part fiction.  Some have said that life is often stranger than fiction. And many authors espouse the belief that art should imitate life and never the reverse.  Historians deny that history is written by the victors, but no one denies that all who do not learn from history are doomed to repeat it.  Let us learn and not be among the doomed.

On Going Assignments

The object of this syllabus is not to be prescriptive, but to suggest different avenues to follow.  One skill important to both Pre AP and AP is the annotation of passages through close reading.  Through this particular skill, students can learn the connection between Literary and Rhetorical Analysis, Grammar/Syntax, and Writing to Meaning.  By looking closely at excerpts from all selections studied, students will understand and reinforce this idea which is the basis of the Advanced Placement Program. All analyses need not be written.  Oral discussion between teacher and students provides an excellent teaching and learning situation. Whether written or oral, this particular type of activity could be practiced daily or weekly.  

First Six Weeks

Reading Selections

“The Last Man to Leave the Alamo”


Lon Tinkle




from Rosa Parks: My Story



with Jim Haskins


“Two Kinds”





Amy Tan


“The Warrior Maiden”



Traditional Oneida


from Wait Til Next Year



Doris Kearns Goodwin


“Within the Alamo”




Karle Wilson Baker


Streams to the River, River


to the Sea  or 





Scott O’Dell


Abigail Adams: Witness to a


Revolution





Natalie Bober

Literary and Rhetorical Analysis

Objectives

recognize how details and diction contribute to tone

identify point of view, especially first and third person

identify and analyze metaphor and simile and their contribution  


meaning
learn to  annotate texts

Activities


begin to annotate teacher-selected passages for contribution of diction to tone


select passages that reflect first and third person point of view


underline all metaphors and similes in passages


determine their contribution to major and minor themes
 Grammar / Syntax

Objective
identify and review simple, compound, complex, compound-complex sentences


identify declarative, interrogative, imperative, exclamatory sentences in several texts and analyze their purpose.

Activities

review activity 1 Understanding Sentence Parts (Killgallon)

study lesson 1  Vocabulary for Achievement       (Richek)

Writing
Objectives

learn about pivotal historical events that influenced the ethos of the United States analyze author’s purpose through writing topic sentences


develop topic sentences into 8-10 sentence paragraphs with clinchers

Activities

practice writing topic sentences analyzing author’s purpose

read  topic sentences aloud to class


practice selection of quotes and incorporate into a paragraph of analysis

defend one page of text annotation in an expository paragraph


share expository paragraphs with class through oral discussion


research the last day of The Battle of the Alamo


research the role of Sacagawea in the Lewis and Clark Expedition


trace the route of the Lewis and Clark Expedition from St. Louis, Missouri to the


Pacific (map)


research the origin of the Civil Rights Movement


research the Bus Boycott of Selma, Alabama

LAYING THE FOUNDATION       




INTERDISCIPLINARY SYLLABUS




      PLANNING THE FIRST SIX WEEKS

Focus:             Pre AP Skills and Meaning through the study of History and

                        Historical fiction 

                        

detail

diction

annotation of texts





imagery
metaphor
introductory paragraphs





simile

tone

thesis statements





point of view

Literature:



“The Last Man to Leave the Alamo”

Lon Tinkle



“Within the Alamo”



Karle Wilson Baker



Streams to the River, River



to the Sea




Scott O’Dell

Week one



What is AP?



What is Pre AP?



Analyzing one AP Language essay prompt



Analyzing one AP Literature essay prompt




What skills are tested?




How would you answer?



Analyzing prose multiple-choice stems 




What major skills are covered?




How to understand code words in stems

Week two



Begin novel by O’Dell, chapters 1-6




Chapter 1





setting





point of view





tone




Chapter 2





annotation of text





look for figures of speech




Chapters 3-4





first person point of view





shifts in tone




Chapters 5-6





use of detail





function of detail

Week three



Homework:  




Chapters 7-15:  pages 29-78



Modifying multiple-choice stems




multiple-choice components




theory of multiple-choice tests




taking practice, teacher-generated multiple choice stems




student-generated multiple-choice stems from close reading




passages from novel




continuation  of annotation of texts





descriptive passages with imagery





identify the different types of imagery

Week four



Homework:




Chapters 16-20:  pages 79-113



Discussion of chapters 7-15



Group discussions from annotated commentaries



Analysis of tone, diction, metaphor, simile from 



poem, “Within the Alamo”



Introductory paragraph with thesis statement about function of diction



to develop tone in “Within the Alamo”

Week five



Homework:




Chapters 21-27:  pages 114-163




Read “The Last Man to Leave the Alamo”



View selected scenes from film The Alamo




Connect to “Last Man” article



View documentary about Battle of the Alamo



Eight-ten sentence paragraph




analyze tone and point of view




link to meaning




use “Last Man” article

Week six



Discussion of chapters 21-27



Essay test from teacher-selected close reading passage from last chapter of



O’Dell novel



Multiple-choice test from last chapter of novel


Second Six Weeks

Reading Selections

“Gettysburg Address” or



Abraham Lincoln


“I Have a Dream Speech”



Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.


Of Mr. Booker T. Washington


And Others





W. E. B. Du Bois


Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman

Ernest J. Gaines

“The People Could Fly”



Virginia Hamilton

“A Walk to the Jetty” from Annie John

Jamaica Kincaid

 “The Negro Speaks of Rivers”


Langston Hughes

“Bring Back Nelson Mandala” from

Serafina





Hugh Masekela

The Story of Phyllis Wheatley


Ana Rinaldi

Literary and Rhetorical Analysis

Objectives



review all skills from last six weeks



details

diction

development of tone



pt of view 
metaphor
simile


and their contribution to meaning


introduce setting archetypes

identify the five types of conflict in fiction


recognize elements of fiction such as Freytag’s Pyramid 


understand the cultural context in a work of the 


African American experience

Activities

find examples of verbal irony in selections


continue annotation of passages for use of direct quotes and their effect Grammar / Syntax
Objectives


analyze and observe how authors use simple, compound, complex, compound-


complex sentences for a specific purpose

review the use of declarative, interrogative, imperative, exclamatory 

sentences for author’s purpose 


identify some rhetorical-persuasive techniques by authors


identify anaphora, epistrophe, repetition as rhetorical strategies in


historical documents

Activities


work activity 4 Unscrambling Sentence Parts ( Killgallon)


work lesson 3 Vocabulary for Achievement      (Richek)

Writing

Objectives


learn about African American leaders


learn to use evidence, facts, quotes in original research


learn the process of original research on authors of literature selections


recognize and analyze the process of organization before the writing process

Activities 


use evidence, facts, quotes in original research


begin multi paragraph essays

introductory paragraphs


thesis sentences



topic sentences



concluding paragraphs


incorporate research evidence in written works

produce one major essay



analyze one rhetorical or persuasive technique of an author 



and its effect on meaning


practice content revision

briefly report on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Miss Jane Pittman


research the Underground Railroad during the Civil War


incorporate the study of three African American writers with essay assignments



Phyllis Wheatley



Langston Hughes



Jamaica Kincaid

Third Six Weeks

Reading Selections


“Tenochtitlan: Inside the Aztec Capital” or

Jaqueline Dineen


from Popol Vuh




Mayan Holy Text


Frida Kahlo





Hedda Garza


from Barrio Boy




Ernesto Galarza


“The Force of Luck”




Rudolfo Anaya


“Evening in  Paris”




Denise Chavez 


“Oral History” or “La Migra”



Pat Mora




The Feathered Serpent  or


The Captive





Scott O’Dell


A Drama of the Mexican Revolution

Josephine Niggle

Literary and Rhetorical Analysis

Objectives



reinforce the use of imagery, details, metaphor, simile to develop tone


understand setting archetypes

introduce character archetypes


identify and analyze verbal irony


analyze the use of structural and dramatic irony


understand the cultural context in a work of the Mexican 


American experience


identify and analyze the use of symbol in prose or poetry


recognize allusions, especially literary types

Activities


discuss and analyze the use of the three types of irony in two reading selections


annotate close reading passages and analyze the function of one particular skill 


at a time




irony

details



symbol

metaphor



allusion
simile



imagery
tone


report on the Mexican American ethos in contemporary literature

Grammar / Syntax
Objectives



analyze the types of sentences in all passages

analyze the relationship between sentence structure and meaning in

all selections


analyze the varied authors’ purposes of all selections

identify loose and periodic sentences and analyze their function in several  selections

Activities


activity 4  Unsrambling Sentences ( Killgallon)


lessons 2, 3, 4  Vocabulary for Achievement ( Richek)


chart the number of loose and periodic sentences in close reading passages


contrast authors’ purposes in different selections

Writing

Objectives


model timed-writing procedure for students

establish the elements of  good, topic sentences


model using details for paragraph development


analyze differences in authors’ styles


identify and analyze the different points of view and their effects


on authors’ styles


learn about Pre Columbian Mexican History


understand the causes of the Mexican Revolution, 1910-1912


learn about Modern Mexican Art

Activities


introduce timed writings on literary analysis



one or two per six weeks



one paragraph only



twenty minute time limit



possible skills




analysis of diction and tone to meaning




analysis of allusion on meaning


produce one major essay



multi-paragraph



intro



body



conclusion



analysis of one particular skill only (teacher’s choice)


experiment with original student forms



imitate two or three authors’ styles



write from a fictional character’s point of view


continue content revision


introduce timed writings on literary analysis



one per week




one paragraph




twenty minute time limit




analysis of diction and tone to meaning




analysis of allusion on meaning



analysis of symbol on meaning




analysis of syntax on meaning




analysis of figures of speech on meaning


experiment with original student forms



imitate two or three authors’ styles




write from a particular character’s point of view



continue content revision


produce one major essay




multi paragraph 




analyze tone and meaning




analyze allusion or symbol on meaning



draw a replica of Tenochtitlan circa 1512



report on Moctezuma and Cuactemoc, the last caciques of the Aztecs



watch video of Chichenitza, the Mayan stronghold



research La Noche Triste of Cortez



research the events between Pancho Villa and General Pershing during the



Mexican Revolution



research the lives and marriage of Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera 


find examples of Kahlo’s and Rivera’s art and share with class

Fourth Six Weeks

Reading Selections


“Early Reservation Days”



John Stands In Timber


Sequoyah





David Peterson


Bowman’s Store: A Journey to Myself

Joseph Burchac


“The Snakeman”




Luci Tapahonso


“Old Man Coyote and the Rock”


Joseph Burchac


“The Roadrunner and the Coyote”


Juan Sauvageau


“I Am a Native of North America”  or

Chief Dan George


“It is Well”





Rain in the Face


“There Is No Word for Goodbye”  or


Mary TallMountain


“The Flower – Fed Buffaloes”


Vachel Lindsay


Runner in the Sun   or



Darcy McNickle


Moccasin Trail  or




Jarvis Mc Graw

Sing Down the Moon




Scott O’Dell

Literary and Rhetorical Analysis

Objectives


analyze setting and character archetypes


identify and analyze metaphor, simile, personification and their effect


review and reinforce the function of detail, diction, imagery, and 


tone to meaning


analyze the function of a sustained allusion

understand the cultural context in works of the Native American experience

analyze close readings and annotation of passages

identify and analyze metaphor, simile, personification and their effect 


review and reinforce the function of detail, diction, imagery, and 

tone to meaning

Activities


practice close readings and annotation of passages


continue the analysis of author’s audience  and purpose


find examples of setting and character archetypes in close readings


identify the tone in passages and how the use of details and diction contributed 


to the particular tone


identify figures of speech in passages and their effect

Grammar/Syntax
Objectives


analyze syntax in general



punctuation, especially the colon, semi-colon, comma,



exclamation point, dash


sentence construction according to form and types



independent and dependent clauses



author’s purpose through sentence structure



function of loose and periodic sentences in author’s and 


student’s work

Activities


continue the analysis of author’s audience and purpose


work activities 4,5,6 Unscrambling Sentence Parts and Paragraphs(Killgallon)


work lessons 4,5 Vocabulary  for Achievement (Richek)

Writing

Objectives


recognize different modes of discourse


analyze author’s use of evidence, facts, quotes

learn about other Native American literature through oral discussion


identify a symbol used as a  motif in close reading passages


write in-class timed writings


learn about certain Native American tribes and leaders

Activities


continue with timed-writings


one paragraph


twenty minute time limit


continue content revision

write analytic paragraphs based on commentaries from annotated

passages and texts

experiment with different modes of discourse using evidence, facts, quotes

research Native American literature and report  orally


select certain chapters from novels and analyze one of the chief


rhetorical strategies in  each


write a major essay


trace a symbol in one of the longer selections



analyze its function


research topics such as



The Navajo Long Walk



The Art of Navajo Weaving



The Anasazi and Chaco Canyon



Anasazi Creation Stories



The Influence of the Anasazi and the Pueblo Nations



Chief Sequoyah

Fifth Six weeks

Reading Selections


“Asian Americans WWII, Valor Honored” or
Naftali Bendavid


“The Internment of Japanese Americans”

Glencoe Multi Cultural 








Series


Maya Lin





Bettina Ling 


Chinese Cinderella: The True Story


of an Unwanted Daughter



Adeline Yen Mah


from Lost Names




Richard E. Kim


“The World of Our Grandmothers” or

Connie Young Yu


“Kubota” or





Garrett Hongo


“Obasan in Suburbia” or



Susan Ito


“A Taste of Home”




Nguyen Qui


“Mother’s Pearls”




Bao-Long Chu Duc


Kaiulani: The People’s Princess,


Hawaii, 1889
or




Ellen Emerson White


As the Crow Flies




David Henry Hwang
Literary and Rhetorical Analysis

Objectives

analyze the function of main literary elements diction, details, point of view, 

and tone

used by authors in a biography

recognize  the author’s purpose in biography as opposed to author’s purpose


in historical documents


identify character and setting archetypes in autobiography

understand the cultural context in works of the Asian


American experience


identify examples of situational, dramatic, verbal irony in drama and 


explain their function


analyze the function of imagery and symbol in poetry


analyze the use of symbol in a visual text


analyze literature through use of Freytag’s Pyramid

Activities


orally report on main characters of historical fiction novels


compare / contrast historical fiction settings with historical fact


orally present the analysis of a poem


discuss other works by Asian Americans not in texts


make up examples of the three types of irony

write modern scenarios of setting and character archetypes
 Grammar / Syntax

Objectives
analyze the syntax in an historical document and demonstrate 

how it correlates to meaning and author’s purpose

recognize three types of rhetorical strategies, anaphora, epistrophe, repetition
understand the function of sentence structure to meaning

Activities

read aloud a close reading passage  from a memoir and


look for examples of anaphora, epistrophe, repetition 

activity 8 Varying Sentence Structure (Killgallon)


lessons 6 and 9  Vocabulary for Achievement (Richek)

Writing

Objectives


learn to construct an argument


interpret author’s use of facts, quotes, and evidence

recognize the difference in author’s purpose in history and historical fiction


analyze close reading passages rather than summarizing them


revise content material

model different types of literature based on history

Activities


continue with timed writings




one paragraph




twenty minutes time limit


continue content revision


write multi paragraph essays using evidence, facts, quotes from


research on historical events


research other Asian American literature and


report orally using notes only


write a formal report based on the setting of  a favorite selection


write a poem on a specific historical event as though you were present


write a major essay




persuasive




investigate the internment policy of Japanese in WWII




discuss the morality of this policy


draw a picture or form a collage of a powerful image from close readings


choose quotes from readings to reinforce this image


find different versions of Cinderella including a Chinese version


investigate Captain Cook’s voyage to Hawaii


research Asian American Medal of Honor Winners


find articles of Japanese Americans that experienced the US WWII internment


policy

Sixth Six Weeks

Reading Selections

“Farewell Address” or




George Washington


“Second Inaugural Address” or 


Abraham Lincoln


“Farewell to the Army of Northern Virginia”

Robert E. Lee


Harriet Tubman: Conductor on the


Underground Railroad  or



Ann Petry


Elizabeth Blackwell, a Doctor’s Triumph  or
Nancy Kline


Invincible Louisa  or




Cornelia Meigs


October Sky





Homer H. Hickam, Jr.


An American Childhood  or



Annie Dillard


No Gumption





Russell Baker


“The Princess and the Tin Box” or


James Thurber


“Icarus and Daedelus   
or


Josephine P. Peabody


“Prometheus”





Bernard Evslin


“Melting Pot” or




Ann Quindlen


“The Night the Bed Fell” or



James Thurber


“Trusting the Words”




Michael Dorris


“Cavalry Crossing a Ford” or





“O Captain, My Captain” or



Walt Whitman


“Within the Alamo”
or



Karle Wilson Baker


“The Charge of the Light Brigade” or

Alfred Lord Tennyson


“The Wreck of the Hesperus”



Henry W. Longfellow


Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry  or


Mildred Taylor


Number the Stars  or




Lois Lowry


Stowaway  or





Karen Hesse


A Stitch in Time




Ann  Rinaldi

Literary and Rhetorical Analysis

Objectives

research and analyze the purpose and effect of different allusions


respond to texts through dialectical journals


analyze setting  and character archetypes in historical fiction selections


identify  point of view of a passage  and analyze its contribution to meaning

demonstrate how altering the syntax of direct quotes changes meaning


analyze the diction of a passage as it creates tone

Activities


create art or music to reinforce theme or develop tone

study  a painting for details, images, symbol, theme

practice changing the point of view of a passage to alter meaning

write a short story using a character archetype

select close readings that include allusions

report orally from dialectical journals

Grammar / Syntax

Objectives


analyze several close reading passages and look for all types of syntax


explain their function in developing meaning


analyze the function of loose and periodic sentences in close readings

closely read and annotate passages


identify infinitive, prepositional, gerund, and participial phrases and their 

function

Activities


activity 9  Matching Sentence Structures     (Killgallon)


activity 10  Identifying Sentence Imitations (Killgallon)


lessons 10-11  Vocabulary for Achievement  ( Richek)

Writing

Objectives


identify the author’s voice in several selections


analyze rhetorical techniques in  short  prose passages and in poetry


write in class timed-writings


recognize differences in authors’ styles


learn to appreciate three famous American speeches


learn about early women in medicine


learn about the Holocaust


investigate the art of quilting


learn about the Crimean War between England and Russia


learn about Florence Nightingale and women in nursing during wartime

Activities  


write original poetry incorporating specified literary devices: imagery


symbol, allusion, metaphor, simile, or personification


write short essays with a balance of loose and periodic sentences


parody the opening passage of a novel after analyzing the original style


imitate the voice of a particular author


incorporate ideas from annotated texts into written responses to literature


rewrite a neutral passage with a different tone each time


rewrite passages in different modes of discourse: exposition, analysis, 


discussion, and extension


continue with timed writings


once weekly



one paragraph



twenty minutes time limit


read Washington’s, Lincoln’s, and Lee’s  Farewell Addresses



summarize them in one paragraph each



analyze excerpts and observe their respective styles



identify the most commonly used rhetorical strategy


research the admissions policy for women of three prestigious medical schools in


the late 1800’s


take a trip to the local or nearest Holocaust Museum; write about your 


experiences


search the net for information on Elie Wiesel, the Nazi hunter


investigate the effects of the Crimean War on rules of warfare


give a speech as if you were Florence Nightingale



give your experiences as a nurse in the Crimean War



relate your recollections when you met QueenVictoria

H

