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7th  Grade  Essay Assessment 

Prompt:  Read the poems and discuss them with classmates.  Include the discussion of the subject of the two poems and the moods.  What elements help to create the mood of each poem.  Write a compare/contrast essay discussing several elements of the poems and elaborate each point you discuss.  Use specific examples of words from the poems to explain your points.  Close by explaining which speaker you would prefer to know personally and why.

90-100 Clearly states the subject of the paper.  Makes several clear points of comparison and contrast and elaborates each one.  Ideas should be well-organized.  Use some specific examples of details or words from the poems.  Write, clear, logical sentences with a variety of sentence structure.  No run on sentences or fragments are allowed.  Use appropriate transitions and advanced vocabulary.  There should be no more than 3 errors in mechanics.

80-89 Clearly states the subject of the paper.  Makes several clear points of comparison and contrast with elaboration.  Uses clear and correct sentences with logical explanations and organized ideas.  There may be no more than one error in sentence construction such as a run-on or a fragment.  There should be some transitions used and vocabulary should be grade level appropriate.  There may be no more than 5 errors in mechanics or sentence construction.

70-79 Clearly states the subject of the paper.  Discusses at least two points of comparison or contrast with some explanation.  Ideas are organized but with less elaboration.  There may be no more than 3 errors in sentence construction.  There may be no more than 6 errors in mechanics.

60-69 Writing attempts to discuss a comparison or contrast between the two poems with some explanation.  There should be no more than 4 errors in sentence construction nor more than 7 errors in spelling or mechanics.

Student Samples:


Sample 1:

“Lucinda Matlock” and “Annabel Lee”

The two poems, “Annabel Lee” and “Lucinda Matlock” are similar in many ways and yet different in others.

  The two poems are alike in several ways.  The first  similarity in the two poems is that both have something in them about the death of a spouse.  In “Lucinda Matlock” the speaker dies after her husband of seventy years.  In “Annabel Lee” the  speaker’s love is taken away from him leaving him there to mourn.  Next, they are both similar in the way that both had spouses that they loved deeply.  The speaker in “Lucinda Matlock” loved her husband, Davis.  They got married and had twelve children, out of which eight died.  The speaker of  “Annabel Lee” loved his wife very much as well.


Though the two poems have many similar traits, they vary quite a bit as well.  The first, and possible most apparent, is that the poem “Annabel Lee” rhymes whereas “Lucinda Matlock” doesn’t.  “Annabel Lee’s” rhyming is almost indefatigably repetitive.  The rhyming is nice at first, but it makes the mood eerie and mysterious later on.  Another contrast between the poems is the speaker’s thoughts.  The way the speaker in “Lucinda Matlock” speaks, shows that she is very optimistic and is happy throughout her life and even at her death, despite the many hardships and speed bumps on the road of life that she endured.  One such hardship was losing eight of her twelve children, but enjoying the rest of her life instead of mourning.  On the other hand, in “Annabel Lee” the speaker is almost obsessed with his dead wife and, you might say, is mentally disturbed after her death.  


Finally, both the poems are different regarding the mood of the poem.  The mood in “Lucinda Matlock” is very bright and optimistic due to its happy settings, such as “the wooded hills,”  “the green valleys,” and “the fields where sang the larks.”  “Annabel Lee’s” mood is much different because it is eerie and mysterious due to its only, but often repeated setting, “by the sea.”  Its constant rhyming and words such as “demons under the sea” and the line, “the winged seraphs of heaven coveted her and me,” also set the strange, mysterious mood.


As you can see, though the two poems are alike in many ways, they contrast as well.  Although both speakers sound interesting, I would prefer to know the speaker in “Lucinda Matlock” due to her optimism and happy outlook on life.

Michael Koetting


Critique:  This paper receives a grade of 95. 


The subject of the paper is clear.  Ideas are thoroughly organized and somewhat elaborated with details.  Transitions are used and sentences are without major errors.  This student uses a variety of advanced vocabulary and writes fluently.

________________________________________________________________________


Sample 2:

“Annabel Lee” and “Lucinda Matlock”


In the poems “Annabel Lee,” by Edgar Allan Poe, and “Lucinda Matlock,” by Edgar Lee Masters, there are many similarities, yet also many differences.  Some of the similarities are subject matter, lessons taught, and emotional response.  Three of the differences are the particular mood, narrator’s voice, and rhythm and rhyme.


One of the similarities between “Annabel Lee” and “Lucinda Matlock” is their subject.  Both are about women who died, and the poems tell of their lives.  The next similarity is that they both have lessons the reader can learn.  For example, in “Annabel Lee,” a lesson is that you should not become so sad that you ruin your life.  The narrator is obsessed with the death of Annabel Lee and says,


For the moon never beams without bringing me dreams


   Of the beautiful Annabel Lee.

In “Lucinda Matlock” it clearly states, “it takes life to love Life.”  It is okay to be sad, but life comes with happiness and melancholy both.  The last similarity is that both of these poems make the reader feel emotional.  In “Annabel Lee,” the narrator establishes a sad mood right away.  When readers see phrases like “chilling and killing” and “dissever my soul” they feel sorrowful.  Another way the author sets a sad mood is by using a lot of commas which make the reader pause.  In “Lucinda Matlock,” the reader feels an emotional reaction at the end of the poem when Lucinda says,


What is this I hear of sorrow and weariness,


Anger, discontent and drooping hopes?


Degenerate sons and daughters,


Life is too strong for you—


It takes life to love Life.

As you read this, it makes you feel stronger in your heart.


These two poems not only have similarities, but they also have many differences.  One of these is mood.  Even though they both set a mood, their moods are quite different.  In “Annabel Lee,” the mood is very sad and mournful, but in “Lucinda Matlock,” the mood is uplifting.  “Annabel Lee” focuses on the sadness of death, while “Lucinda Matlock” focuses on the happiness of life.  Next, these poems are different because of the  narrator.   In “Annabel Lee,” the poem is told by a man who loved her.  Lucinda Matlock tells her own story.  Last, these two poems are different because  Poe’s poem uses rhyme and rhythm, but Masters’ poem does not.  An example in Poe’s poem is


And the stars never rise but I feel the bright eyes



Of the beautiful Annabel Lee.

On the other hand, the language of “Lucinda Matlock” is like a conversation.


We were married and lived together for seventy years,


Enjoying, working, raising the twelve children.


These two poems make you think about Annabel Lee and Lucinda Matlock, but also about your own life and what is ahead of you.  The similarities and differences make them fun to read together.  If given a choice of meeting one of the authors, I would choose Edgar Allan Poe because his gloomy writing makes it sound like he needs a friend.

Hannah Lehman


Critique:  This paper receives a grade of 97.

The writer expresses her personal feelings well.   She seems to have a more thoughtful approach to comparing the poems.   Her paper is organized and lacks errors.  There are many examples given from the poems to elaborate her points.  The sentences are fluent and vocabulary is appropriate.


Sample 3:

“Annabel Lee” and “Lucinda Matlock”


In the poems “Annabel Lee” and “Lucinda Matlock,” many similarities can be cited, along with many differences.  Two of the many similarities are that they are both love stories, and death is present in each poem.  Two differences are the moods of the poems, and how death occurs and is perceived.


Both poems are clearly love stories.  In “Annabel Lee” the speaker, Annabel Lee’s husband, loved his late wife so much that years and years after her death he is still mourning her death.  Their love was so deep that he thought that even the angels in heaven were jealous of their love.  While Annabel Lee and her husband were very young, they believed their love was stronger than that of others.  The love between Lucinda Matlock and Davis was evidently very strong, too.  They were married for over seventy years and raised twelve children (eight of whom they lost).  The speaker doesn’t even have to use the word “love;” it comes across by the descriptions of her happy life.  As with many love stories, death is present in each poem.  In “Annabel Lee,” a young bride dies near the sea of “not so natural” causes.  In “Lucinda Matlock,” a wife dies at the age of 96 of natural causes.  Although death doesn’t occur in the same way, it is still present in both works of poetry.


The mood of these poems is completely different.  In “Annabel Lee,” the mood is dark and mournful.  The author, Edgar Allan Poe, makes the mood dark and mournful by saying things like “In the sepulcher there by the sea, In her tomb by the sounding sea.”  The speaker was never able to get over his wife’s death, and his grief is present in every stanza.  In “Lucinda Matlock,” the mood is cheery when the speaker describes her life and even when she describes her death.  Even though she worked hard in the garden, raising her twelve children, and nursing the sick, she still enjoyed life.  We know this because the speaker says “And by Spoon River gathering many a shell, And many a flower and medicinal weed-Shouting to the wooded hills, singing to the green valleys.”  This lets us know that the speaker, while working hard, most likely had fun at Spoon River.


Death occurs differently in each poem.  In “Annabel Lee,” death occurs early in life, either of illness, accident, or maybe even murder.  In “Lucinda Matlock,” a woman dies from natural causes after having “lived enough.”


If I could personally know either the speaker of “Annabel Lee” or “Lucinda Matlock,” I would want to know the speaker of “Lucinda Matlock.”  I chose her because I agree with what the speaker of Masters’ poem says more than that of the speaker of Poe’s poem.  I mainly agree with the following statement at the end of “Lucinda Matlock.”  “It takes life to love life.”  I believe that this statement is true.  After all, how can you love life without actually experiencing it first?

Kelsey Kidwell


Critique: This paper receives a grade of 90.

The paper is clearly organized and covers the assigned topics.  Sentences are fluent and samples of the poems are used as elaboration.   One or two points of comparison, such as how death occurs, are not as strong as other points.  Vocabulary is acceptable, but it could be improved.  For example, there is the use of the word “cheery” rather than “cheerful.”

Sample 4:


Critique:

________________________________________________________________________

