SEVENTH GRADE MULTIPLE CHOICE EXAM READING

(“Letter from Birmingham Jail” Passage)

Martin Luther King, Jr., worked vigorously to organize and promote boycotts and voter registration drives in the South.  Because of the leadership and self-sacrifice he displayed on behalf of the civil rights movement, he received the 1964 Nobel Prize for Peace, the youngest person ever to receive this international  honor. 

Here is a passage from a letter he wrote from the Birmingham Jail:

______________________________________________________________________________________

Sometimes a law is just on its face and unjust in its application. For instance, I have been arrested 

on a charge of parading without a permit. Now, there is nothing wrong in having an ordinance which 

requires a permit for a parade. But such an ordinance becomes unjust when it is used to maintain 

segregation and to deny citizens the First-Amendment privilege of peaceful assembly and protest.

(5)

I hope you are able to see the distinction I am trying to point out. In no sense do I advocate 

evading or defying the law . . . That would lead to anarchy. One who breaks an unjust law must do so 

openly, lovingly, and with a willingness to accept the penalty. I submit that an individual who breaks a law 

that conscience tells him is unjust, and who willingly accepts the penalty of imprisonment in order to 

arouse the conscience of the community over its injustice, is in reality expressing the highest respect for the 

(10)
law.



Of course, there is nothing new about this kind of civil disobedience. It was evidenced sublimely 

in the refusal of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego to obey the laws of Nebuchadnezzar, on the ground that 

a higher moral law was at stake. It was practiced superbly by the early Christians, who were willing to face 

hungry lions and the excruciating pain of chopping blocks rather than submit to certain unjust laws of the 

(15)
Roman Empire. To a degree, academic freedom is a reality today because Socrates practiced civil 

disobedience. In our nation, the Boston Tea Party represented a massive act of civil disobedience.


We should never forget that everything Adolf Hitler did in Germany was “legal” and everything 

the Hungarian freedom fighters did in Hungary was “illegal.” It was “illegal” to aid and comfort a Jew in 

Hitler’s Germany. Even so, I am sure that, had I lived in Germany at the time, I would have aided and 

(20)
comforted my Jewish brothers. . . . 


. . . Like a boil that can never be cured so long as it is covered up but must be opened with all its 

ugliness to the natural medicines of air and light, injustice must be exposed, with all the tension its 

exposure creates, to the light of human conscience and the air of national opinion before it can be cured.



From “Letter from Birmingham Jail” by Martin Luther King, Jr.

SEVENTH GRADE MULTIPLE CHOICE EXAM 

(“Letter from Birmingham Jail” Passage)

1.
In the first sentence, the word “just” means


A.
wrong or unlawful


B.
old and out of date


C.
right and fair


D.
new and modern


E.
merely and only




2.
The first sentence of this passage is a clear statement of


A.
fact


B.
symbol


C.
thesis


D.
summary


E.
argument





3.
The tone of this passage is


A.
serious


B.
humorous


C.
sarcastic


D.
angry


E.
illegal






4.
In line 3, the word “But” signals


A.
an addition


B.
a contrast


C.
an exception


D.
a list


E.
a repetition





5.
According to Dr. King (lines 5 – 6), if everyone decides to break the law, the result would be “anarchy” meaning


A.
eventual peacefulness 


B.
good cooperation


C.
serious trouble and disorder


D.
calm and quiet acceptance


E.
effective government




6.
When the author says that a “community” (line 9) has a “conscience” (line 9), he uses


A.
simile


B.
rhythm


C.
allusion


D.
metaphor


E.
personification





7.
In the third and fourth paragraphs, the author defends his thesis by using many


A.
words


B.
clinchers


C.
examples


D.
quotations


E.
exclamations





8.
The words “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego to obey the laws of Nebucadnezzar” (line 12) contain examples of


A.
allusion


B.
conflict


C.
proverb


D.
metaphor


E.
hyperbole





9.
The words “‘legal’” (line 17) and “‘illegal’” (line 18) appear in quotation marks to show that the author


A.
does not agree or approve of those laws


B.
approves of Adolf Hitler


B.
disapproves of the freedom fighters


C.
wants readers to forget Adolf Hitler


D.
believes comforting others is wrong



10.
In the final paragraph, the author says that injustice is like


A.
natural medicine


B.
an infected sore


C.
ugliness


D.
light


E.
air






11.
In the final line of the passage, the author repeats the words “light” and “air” to describe how readers can heal


A.
boils


B.
tension


C.
society


D.
opinion


E.
injustice





Essay prompts to accompany “Letter from Birmingham Jail” passage

Choose one of the following prompts for a 25 minute written response:

I. Some rules and laws are worth fighting for. Think of the stories you have read or the newspaper or history books you have studied. Do you have a view or a belief that you would defend? Has anyone ever fought for that very same view?

In an excellent essay identify one of your own very strong beliefs and explain both why it is worth fighting for and how you would defend it.  Remember that you have to do three things here: identify the view, explain why it is an important idea, and relate how you or someone else has stood up for it.

II.
Consider what Martin Luther King, Jr., has written about in his essay. Which of the allusions (the references he makes to past real history) he makes do you consider the most important defense of his ideas? Explain your reasons very carefully to your reader.

In your essay arrange you reasons in order of least important to most important. Defend your arguments with great care.

III.
Carefully examining Dr. King’s historical evidences for his position, think of history. Can you think of an idea that many people have struggled over, one that was very good, but not one that everyone supported to begin with. Describe the struggle that came about.

In a carefully composed essay describe an idea many people have argued over. Describe the  problem, then the struggle, then the solution.

