SEVENTH GRADE MULTIPLE CHOICE EXAM READING

(“To a Garden Spider:  Black-and-Yellow Arigope” Poem)

To a Garden Spider: Black-and-Yellow Argiope

Dangling over the zucchini like a dangerous jewel,

you set up housekeeping amid the gladioli,

your silken web spanning stiff green blades,

and you,

(5)
poised in its eye, 

alert to possibilities,

a black face silhouetted in yellow horror on your back.

Below, squash bugs swarm the zucchini

leaving the fat leaves in ashen heaps.

(10)
I pluck one from the horde

and drop it into your web;

its six black feet catch fast

in the interstices.

Your reaction is unequivocal.

(15)
A ripple of legs carries you to your victim

and you cradle it in you eight-fold embrace.


A swaddling in shrouds from your spinnerets,


one paralyzing kiss,


then you leave your prey hanging

(20)
to retake


your silent center of contemplation.


Your web is tattered,


ravaged by the insects it has caught and held.


A tiny wing clings to a stray filament.

(25)
Three days later


I find you in the raspberry bushes,


Japanese beetles mating around you,


empty carcasses discarded below.


Your new web is eloquent—

(30)
A Charlotte’s web.


You write words with your artistry.


And what lessons, I wonder, would you teach me?


About solitude and survival?


And how much could I learn

(35) from your deadly attention to detail? 

Leslie S. Moore

SEVENTH GRADE MULTIPLE CHOICE EXAM

(“To a Garden Spider:  Black-and Yellow Argiope” Poem) 

1.
The simile in the first line uses imagery to describe the garden spider as


A.
valuable and beautiful


B.
beautiful and unsafe


C.
unsafe and yellow


D.
yellow and silken


E.
silken and valuable




2.
The words “you set up housekeeping” (line 2) is an example of


A.
simile


B.
symbol


C.
anaphora


D.
metaphor


E.
personification





3.
In line 5, “its eye” refers to the


A.
spider


B.
gladioli


C.
zucchini


D.
green blades


E.
center of the web




4.
With the words, “A swaddling in shrouds from your spinnerets” (line 17), the spider is


A.
seizing the insect


B.
rejecting the insect


C.
wrapping the insect in silk


D.
eating the insect


E.
checking the insect as a possible meal


5.
In the first two stanzas, an analogy is established showing the squash bugs eating zucchini as the spider devours the


A.
squash bug


B.
zucchini


C.
black and yellow insects


D.
stiff green grass


E.
gladioli






6.
The speaker drops a bug onto the spider’s web for all of the following reasons EXCEPT to


A.
help the spider


B.
experiment with the spider


C.
tease the spider


D.
threaten the spider


E.
feed the spider





7.
The words “Your reaction is unequivocal” (line 14) are an example of


A.
a complex sentence


B.
a compound sentence


C.
an interrogative sentence


D.
a dependent clause


E.
an independent clause




8.
The word “unequivocal” (line 14) means


A.
unhesitating and clear


B.
slow and fearful


C.
clumsy and confused


D.
powerful and unsuccessful


E.
unequal and jerky




9.
The words “cradle” (line 16), “embrace” (line 16), and “kiss” (line 18) provide


A.
irony


B.
denotation


C.
symbolism


D.
denouement


E.
foreshadowing





10.
With the words, “A Charlotte’s web. / You write words with your artistry” (lines 30 – 31), the poet uses


A.
sarcasm


B.
allusion


C.
hyperbole


D.
apostrophe


E.
consonance





11.
The theme of the poem is


A.
spiders are efficient insect killers


B.
valuable lessons can be learned from spiders


C.
people should work alone, like spiders


D.
garden insects cause a great deal of damage


E.
spiders are natural survivors



12.
Lines 32 – 35 are actually sentences that can be called


A.
declarative


B.
imperative


C.
interrogative


D.
accusatory


E.
exclamatory





Essay prompts to accompany “To a Garden Spider: Black-and-Yellow Argiope” poem

Choose one of the following prompts for a 25 minute written response:

I. The lessons of the natural world—the garden or park or backyard—can teach many good lessons to human beings. What important lessons does the spider teach the person in this poem? Choose two or three lessons.

Be sure to quote words and phrases from the poem in your excellent essay. Carefully offer evidence for your beliefs.

II. Have you ever learned any lessons from the insects or animals or plants in your own       

back yard or some other outside place? 

In a carefully written essay explain two or three things you have learned by close observation of the outdoor world. Be sure to offer excellent evidence to support your explanations.

III. The poet calls the spider an artist. Thus, the artist of words (the poet) is admiring the artist of the web. What are some gifts or traits or similarities these two creatures share.

Choose two or three topics to discuss in a careful essay, being sure to quote words or phrases that are particularly helpful to your explanation.

