


      LESSON PLAN PRE AP GRADE SEVEN        11-10




        TEACHING HISTORICAL FICTION





        RUNNER IN THE SUN





          by  SCOTT O’DELL

Overview

· teaching the Aztec and Anasazi cultures and their relationship to the Pueblo culture of the Southwest
· teaching annotation of texts as a prelude to oral discussion and written analysis
· analyzing Pre AP close reading passages and taking multiple-choice stems  (questions)
Guidelines


Runner in the Sun (7)


Eighteen chapters, 221 pages


Three week project

· read three chapters per day
· research on 
Aztecs of Mexico

Anasazi of Southwest

Pueblos of Southwest

History of Corn

History of early commercial trade between Aztecs and Anasazi

Legends and myths of Aztecs, Anasazi-Pueblos

· divide students into six groups of five each

· each group selects one topic

· evaluate project according to teacher discretion, for example

group grade

individual grades

grade for overall effect

grade for artwork

grade for wealth of information

· due dates

oral reports 

day 10

written reports

day 11

Day one

Overview of novel

· cultures involved

· setting, time, place

· geographical maps

· main characters

· main theme and minor themes

· introduction to author

Assign groups and topics

· oral report, due day 10

8-10 minutes

major points only

· written reports, due day 11

three – four typed pages

decorate with motifs that reflect cultures

· assign chapters 1-3

Day two


Assign chapters 4-6


Discuss nature of annotation of texts


Annotate description of setting and major deities

Day three


Discuss chapters 1-6


Assign chapters 7-9


Annotate examples of imagery

Day four


Discuss chapters 7-9


Assign chapters 10-12


Annotate passages that reflect oral speech (storytelling)

Day five


Discuss chapters 10-12


Assign chapters 13-15


Short orientation in library

· location of pertinent information

· identification of reference material

Annotation of structural devices

· sentence types

· diction

Day six

Discuss chapters 13-15


Assign chapters 16-18

Annotation of texts

· changes of main characters

· rites of passage

Day seven

Discuss chapters 16-18


Share selected annotation commentaries with the class

Days eight and nine


Allow groups to meet and discuss rough drafts


Go to writing lab (if available) to use computers

Day ten


Oral reports due

Day eleven


Written reports due


Share research information

· the process of the research

· important information learned

Day twelve


Student assessment

· analysis of close reading passage

topic sentence

one paragraph

twenty minute time limit

55% of grade

· ten multiple-choice stems

twenty-five minute time limit




45% of grade

Day thirteen


Student assessment

· open – ended question using complete text

multi-paragraph essay


introduction with thesis


body


conclusion

· 100% of grade

Day fourteen


Watch documentary 

· “The Ancestors, Early Cultures of North America”

· from 500 Nations, Volume I, (Anasazi and  Pueblo Nations)

· 49 minutes

Day fifteen


Food Fest and Symbol Day

· students will bring any prepared food made from corn, squash, or beans to share with class

· students will wear some symbol on their person to represent the three cultures studied


Assessments for days twelve and thirteen 


Day twelve
close reading passage #1 from Runner in the Sun  


The street now led into a small plaza, where the sun again shone



in full brightness. The buildings on the cliffside had ended in a low



parapet wall; women sat here in the sun, with their back to a wall,



their legs extending straight before them.  Their dresses, of cotton,


5
were fastened over the right shoulder, leaving the left shoulder free.



Their hair was cut shoulder length and hung loose, for they were all



wives and mothers.  They were working from mounds of pottery



clay, fashioning the moist earth into coils for the walls of various



shapes of vessels.  As they worked they chattered.


10
The women looked up as the boys approached, and Salt saw that his



mother was one of the pottery workers.  For a fleet second he



watched her small strong hands add a slender coil of  moist clay to



the top of what would be a water jar and smooth the coil inside and



out until a perfect joint had been made.  Her fingers darted like


15
swallows as they moved to the nearby basin of water, then to the



clay, then back to the water.  Surely there was no better potter



in the White Rock Village!



The opening seventeen lines of  Runner in the Sun  reveal a sense of 



place or setting of the Anasazi or Ancient Ones.  



In a paragraph where the topic sentence reflects the prompt, explain how



the use of detail reveals important information about the Ancient Ones.



Be sure to include apt references from the text.


Day twelve
close reading passage #2  from Runner in the Sun



He did not need the warning.  Somewhere the enemy waited,



behind any pinon tree or crouching boulder.  Moving as



noiselessly as a shadow, he sped out of the village and up the



steep trail to the land above.  He paused often to listen and to


5
watch for  movement.  At those moments of waiting, his hand



would move to his chest and the  missing turquoise stone – and



each time as his hand came away he felt the shock of being alone.



Salt looked carefully around, then crawled to the top of a grassy



mound.  There he could watch all sides and plan his next move.


10
The land sloped downward toward the planted fields.  The fields



themselves were hidden behind the ridge that  extended eastward



from the canyon’s edge.  In places the ridge consisted of shattered



rocks, protruding from the earth like the broken teeth of a monster;



elsewhere, the rocks, collapsing entirely, had spilled down the slope


15
in sun-blackened fragments.  His eyes came to rest finally at a point



along the ridge, where two slabs leaned against each other.  These



slabs seemed to stand at the top of a heap of loose stone.  He had



intended to climb those rocks, but the labor of scrambling over the



loose gravel had discouraged his curiosity.


20
He studied the rocks, then turned to other features in the land that



stretched out before him.  All of it was familiar.  All of it had been



visited.  Today he had to try something, or think of something that he



had not tried or thought about before.  Tomorrow morning the men



would meet in the kiva to perform the wrongway ceremony. If they


25
went through with it, he would have to wait a year before he would be



eligible for initiation.
1. The tone of the passage as a whole is

a. troubled

b. restrained

c. apprehensive

d. dreamy

2. The main literary device used in lines 12-15 is

a. simile

b. imagery

c. metaphor

d. personification 

3. In lines 8-19, second  paragraph, the diction, in particular verbs and 

adjectives, develop the tone of

a. caution

b. content

c. tentativeness

d. temerity

4. An example of personification is 

a. “crouching  boulder” line 2

b. “as noiselessly as a shadow” lines 2-3

c. “like the broken teeth of a monster” line13

d. “sun-bleached fragments”  line 15

5. In line 13, the word “protruding” can best be interpreted to mean

a. falling down

b. sticking out

c. standing alone

d. peeking through

6. The word “solstice”  line 5 is similar in meaning to

a. the sun’s intensity

b. changes in the moon

c. the sun’s color

d. the sun’s appearance

7. A shift in tone occurs in line(s)

a. lines  1-3

b. lines 5-6

c. lines 9-10

d. line 11

8. It may be inferred from lines 6-8 that people

a. feel safe in their homes

b. are afraid they will be cold

c. are frightened about the future

d. feel there will be darkness

9. The point of view of the passage as a whole is

a. interior monologue

b. first person

c. second person

d. third person

10. In line 9, “ But where would they go?” the type of sentence is 

a. interrogative

b. declarative

c. rhetorical

d. imperative

Key

1. c


6.
a

2. b                                  7.
b

3. a                                  8.
c

4. a                                  9.
d

5. b                                 10.
c

 Day fourteen

open – ended prompts from 1990, 1992, and 1994




The teacher may choose one of the three former AP




prompts and use Runner in the Sun as the novel of 




choice.  It is suitable for all three open-ended questions.



1990




Choose a novel that depicts a conflict between a parent (or a 



parental figure) and a son and daughter.  Write an essay in which



you analyze the sources of the conflict and explain how the conflict



contributes to the meaning of the work.



1992



Many novels use contrasting places (for example, two countries, 



two cities or towns, two houses, land or sea) to represent opposed



forces or ideas that are central to the meaning of the work. Write



an essay explaining how the places differ, what each place represents,



and how their contrast contributes to the meaning of the work.



1994



In some works of literature, a character who appears briefly or



does not appear at all, is a significant presence.  Write an essay



in which you show how such a character functions in the work.



You may wish to consider how the character affects action (plot),



or the development of other characters.  Avoid plot summary.  

