


How to Analyze an Argument in Prose


Grade 7

Objectives:

To identify literary devices




To recognize the connection between author’s style and purpose 




To learn how to analyze an argument in prose

Suggested time:
Two days





day one
read and study passage





day two
respond to study questions

In the following passage from Lois Lowry’s The Giver, in a land completely opposite to ours, a family explains to Jonas why his baby brother Gabe must be “released,” a code

word for extermination.



   Father glanced down toward the toddler.  “Enjoy



it, little guy,” he said.  “This is your last night as



a visitor.”



   “What do you mean?”   Jonas asked him.


5
   Father sighed with disappointment.  “Well, you



know he wasn’t here when you got home this



morning because we had him stay overnight at the



Nurturing Center.  It seemed like a good opportunity,



with you gone, to give it a try.  He’d been sleeping so


10
soundly.”



   “Didn’t it go well?”     Mother asked



sympathetically.



   Father gave a rueful laugh.   “That’s an



understatement.  It was a disaster.   He cried all night,


15
apparently.   The night crew couldn’t handle it.  They



were really frazzled by the time I got to work.”



   “Gabe, you naughty thing,” Lily said, with a



scolding  little cluck toward the grinning toddler on



the floor.


20
   “So,” Father went on, “we obviously had to make



the decision .  Even I voted for Gabriel’s release when



we had the meeting this afternoon.”



   Jonas put down his fork and stared at his father.



“Release?” he asked.


25
   Father nodded.   “We certainly gave it our best try,



didn’t  we?”



   “Yes, we did,” Mother agreed emphatically.



Lily nodded in agreement, too.



   Jonas worked at keeping his voice absolutely calm.


30
“When?” he asked.   “When will he be released?”



   “First thing tomorrow morning.   We have to start



our preparations for the Naming Ceremony, so we 



 thought we’d get this taken care of right away.



    “It’s bye-bye to you, Gabe, in the morning,”

35 Father had said, in his sweet, sing-song voice.

What literary devices does Lowry use to create a situation which persuades Jonas that he must save Gabe?   How effective are they?

Directed Responses for Analysis of Passage

Main literary devices:

· tone

· diction

· details

· contrast

· punctuation

· dialogue

Tone


the family’s attitude is extremely casual or matter of fact


this contrasts with the serious and horrendous event that is planned


the tone is primarily developed through the use of dialogue(direct quotes)

Diction


the diction attributed to the father when speaking about and to Gabe is very 


revealing and ironic.  The father is condescending and sounds cold and 


calculating, such as



“last night as a visitor”



“little guy”



“rueful laugh”



“disaster”



“cried all night”



“were really frazzled”



“even I voted for release”



“get this taken care of right away”



“bye bye to you”



“sweet, sing-song voice”
Details


the details describing the pleasant, calm setting are unexpected


the mother agrees with the discussion



“Yes, we did.”



“agreed emphatically”


the sister Lily nods in agreement

Llily also talks to Gabe in endearing terms knowing what is in store



in a teasing way



“you naughty thing”
Contrast


the attitude of Father, Mother, and Lily contrasts with the situation


Jonas is appalled with the situation, with the family’s thinking


the domestic setting contrasts with the planned event
Dialogue


dialogue is the primary device that develops character


the reader sees the family first hand


their  indifference to “releasing” is very evident

Punctuation 


italics give a clue to character through inference


interrogative sentences create the “argument” motif
