Elements of Syntax in Poetry

Grade Seven
Objectives:

To recognize the importance of form and syntax in poetry




To understand the correlation between form and syntax to meaning

Suggested time:
Three days





day one
read poem







understand  poem







answer review questions





day two
construct rough draft





day three
write final draft





Like You






by Roque Dalton



Like you I



love love, life, the sweet smell



of things, the sky-blue



landscape of January days.


5
And my blood boils up



and I laugh through eyes



that have known the buds of tears.



I believe the world is beautiful



and that poetry, like bread, is for everyone.


10
And that my veins don’t end in me



but in the unanimous blood



of those who struggle for life,



love,



little things,


15
landscape and bread



the poetry of everyone.


Answer the following questions:

1. How many stanzas are there?  four
2. How many sentences altogether?  four
How many sentences in each stanza?  one

3. Identify the types of sentences (form) in each stanza according to form.

stanza one

simple

stanza two

compound/complex

stanza three

compound

stanza four

complex

4.  Is the language(diction) formal or informal? informal  What is the effect?

 parallels the familiar subjects of life, love, nature

            5.         What is the point of view and how does it relate to either the formal
or informal language? first person; the opinions on various topics become

more personal, thereby believable

6. Why do you think repetition is used in stanza four? to emphasize the importance of love, life, and nature to the speaker
7. Is there rhyme or a specific meter?  If there is neither, for what purpose?

No, the main message of the poem becomes the most important element 

in the poem rather than the sound or rhythm

Assignment:  Choose one.

In one paragraph discuss the effect of each stanza consisting of one sentence only.  Is it suitable?  Why?  Yes, because the idea discussed in each stanza becomes most important and definite.  The pause makes one think about the importance of “little things.”


Write a poem about four or five different things that are important to you.


Imitate Dalton’s form and syntax, informal diction, and repetition. 

