SEVENTH GRADE MULTIPLE CHOICE EXAM READING

(Dandelion Wine Passage )



The three women moved along the street under the black trees, past suddenly locked houses. How soon the

news had spread outward from the ravine*, from house to house, porch to porch, telephone to telephone. Now, 

passing, the three women felt eyes looking out at them from curtained windows as locks rattled into place. How 

strange the popsicle, the vanilla night, the night of close-packed ice creams, of mosquito-lotioned wrists, the night of 

(5)
running children suddenly veered from their games and put away behind glass, behind wood, the popsicles in the melting puddles of lime and strawberry where they fell when the children were scooped indoors. Strange the hot 

rooms with the sweating people pressed tightly back into them behind the bronze knobs and knockers. Baseball bats 

and caps lay upon the unfootprinted lawns. A half-drawn, white-chalk game of hopscotch lay on the broiled, steamed 

sidewalk. It was as if someone had predicted freezing weather a moment ago.

(10)

“We’re crazy being out on a night like this,” said Helen.


“Lonely One won’t kill three ladies,” said Lavinia. “There’s safety in numbers. And besides, it’s too soon. 

The killings always come a month separated.”



A shadow fell across their terrified faces. A figure loomed behind a tree. As if someone had struck an organ 

a terrible blow with his fist, the three women gave off a scream, in three different shrill notes.

(15)

“Got you!” roared a voice. The man plunged at them. He came into the light, laughing. He leaned against a 

tree, pointing at the ladies weakly, laughing again.



“Hey! I’m the Lonely One!” said Frank Dillon.


“Frank Dillon!”



“Frank!”

(20)

“Frank,” said Lavinia, “if you ever do a childish thing like that again, may someone riddle you with 

bullets!”





From Dandelion Wine by Ray Bradbury




*a wide gully or deep ditch

SEVENTH GRADE MULTIPLE CHOICE EXAM

(Dandelion Wine Passage)

1.
The setting described in this passage is the


A.
evening of a hot summer day

B.
night of a chilly winter day

C.
afternoon of a hot summer day

D.
middle of a fall night

E.
middle of a cool spring night




2.
The repetition found in the words “from house to house, porch to porch, telephone to telephone” (line 2) emphasizes the

A.
size of the ravine

B.
number of locked houses


C.
speed with which the bad news spreads

D.
order of smaller to larger means of communication

E.
way the women are communicating with each other


3.
The townspeople are afraid of

A.
the three women

B.
the children

C.
the neighbors

D.
Frank Dillon


E.
an unknown murderer






4.
The last three sentences of the first paragraph (lines 7 - 9) indicate that

A.
the weather is warm and humid


B.
children have been taken indoors quickly

C.
cold weather is coming

D.
the children do not collect their possessions after playing

E.
the children have been playing all day long



5.
The tone of the first paragraph is one of

A.
melancholy

B.
hostility

C.
anger


D.
fear

E.
pity








6.
In order to emphasize the effect of the news on the people (lines 3 - 7), the author uses


A.
imagery

B.
hyperbole

C.
simile

D.
metaphor

E.
allusion







7. 
One difference between Helen and Lavinia is that Helen is nervous, while Lavinia is

A.
bored

B.
apprehensive


C.
confident

D.
squeamish

E. 
aggressive







8.
The words “As if someone had struck an organ a terrible blow with his fist” (lines 13 - 14) are an example of


A.
simile

B.
symbol

C.
anaphora

D.
irony








E.
theme








9.
The two short sentences in line 13 have the effect of

A.
relieving the tension

B.
showing the women should not be outside

C.
creating a diversion

D.
speeding up the action

E.
solving the mystery






10.
Frank Dillon is all of the following EXCEPT

A.
loud

B.
childish

C.
rude

D.
unkind


E.
violent








11.
Lavinia’s final words to Frank (lines 20 - 21) are an example of

A.
imagery


B.
irony

C.
simile

D.
epistrophe

E.
theme








12.
In the context of the passage, the word “riddle” (line 20) means to

A.
question someone thoroughly


B.
make many holes in something

C.
solve or explain a problem

D.
spread through completely

E.
puzzle over a complex event





13.
The passage is developed through the 

A.
persuasive mode of discourse

B.
expository mode of discourse

C.
descriptive mode of discourse


D.
narrative mode of discourse

E.
argumentative mode of discourse




14.
The words, “I’m the Lonely One!” (line 17) make up a sentence called

A.
compound

B.
declarative

C.
complex

D.
interrogative


E.
exclamatory

Essay prompts to accompany the Dandelion Wine passage
Choose one of the following prompts for a 25 minute written response:

I. Ray Bradbury chooses several kinds of imagery to picture the effects of fear on the people of the town. Choose three or four of them and explain how the images affect the tone of the passage.

Remember that you are thinking about two responsibilities in your essay: what are the images and how do they affect the tone of the story.? Be sure to quote words and phrases that you are discussing.  Be sure to name the tone directly in your essay; do not be wishy-washy and undecided.

II. How does the author use dialogue—direct quotation of what the characters say--to help readers understand both the seriousness and the humor of what happens in the story?

Explain two or three ways that the direct words of the characters affect the story.  Remember to keep your mind on organizing your ideas by identifying one good way, then a better way (and save the best until last if you use three ways).

III. Think about your own childhood, when you were younger than you are now. Describe two or three of your favorite summertime games or activities. These pastimes might be at your house or somewhere else.

Compose an essay in which you describe these memories with as much color, and sound ,and taste, and touch as you can. Be vivid in your writing.

