Pre-19th Century Literature

7th Grade Pre-AP
Lesson Objectives


The student will:

· determine connotations of words

· practice dictionary skills

· compare/contrast definitions from the first English dictionary with those found in dictionaries today

· identify bias created through connotation

· write a persuasive paragraph

A Dictionary of the English Language, by Samuel Johnson, was the first English dictionary ever written.  Below are some sample entries from this dictionary.  Study the entries and complete the activities and questions that follow.



athle’tick. Strong of body; vigorous; lusty; robust.

Science distinguishes a man of honor from one of those athletick brutes, whom undeservedly we call heroes. –Dryden

enthu’siasm. N. A vain belief of private revelation; a vain confidence of 

divine favor or communication.

Enthusiasm is founded neither on reason nor divine revelation, but rises from the conceits of a warmed or overweening heart. –Locke

gang. N. A number herding together; a troop; a company; a tribe; a herd. 

It is seldom used but in contempt or abhorrence.



lexico’grapher. N. A writer of dictionaries; a harmless drudge, that busies

himself in tracing the original, and detailing the signification of words.



pa’tron. N. One who countenances; supports, or protects.  Commonly a 

wretch who supports with insolence, and is paid with flattery.



pe’nsion. N. An allowance made to anyone without an equivalent.  In 

England it is generally understood to mean pay given to a state hireling for treason to his country.

1. Based on the definitions given above, which entries have negative connotations?

2. Which word can appropriately be applied to Samuel Johnson?

3. Below is a list of words pulled from the dictionary entries.  Place a + by words which have positive connotations; -- by words with negative connotations.

robust


honor


brutes

heroes

undeservedly

overweening

divine

conceits

contempt

abhorrence

drudge

protects

wretch


insolence

flattery

treason

4. Using your dictionary, look up the definitions of each of the words defined by Johnson in his dictionary.  For each one determine if the definition is different today, and explain the difference.

5. Based on the excerpts above, are the definitions included in A Dictionary of the English Language written objectively, or are they biased?  Write your response in the form of an 8-sentence paragraph.

