




Genre Based Syllabus




               Pre-AP English, Grade Seven          

The El Paso Independent School District fosters the idea that AP Programs are

for all students who wish to be challenged.  Pre-AP English is for seventh graders who

want this challenge and plan to take AP Language and Literature in high school in order

to test out of college English.  With this in mind, there is an open enrollment policy,

and all students are allowed to try Pre-AP courses.

Philosophy


Pre-AP Grade Seven is for middle school students who want to receive a solid

foundation in critical thinking, reading, and writing.  Pre-AP engages students with all 

types of literature, helps them recognize individual authors’ styles and make logical assumptions.  Primarily, Pre-AP introduces students to an appreciation of the beauty of language.

Structure

This syllabus is structured according to the traditional genres and divisions of fiction and non-fiction .  Each six weeks is centered about one particular type.  It is not necessary that this genre be taught solely.  Teachers have the right and the freedom to choose diverse selections which represent the main genres. Teachers also are not bound to use the suggested texts and should include supplementary literature for which they have a passion.  If the novel genre is taught solely during a six weeks period, one novel per week is too much, and “more is not better.”  Studying two or three novels well is far better than reading six in a superficial way.  


The genres selected are myths, legends, and folktales; drama; the short story; poetry; biography, autobiography, the essay; and the novel.

First six weeks

Myths, Legends, Folktales

Second six weeks

Drama

Third six weeks

Short Story

Fourth six weeks

Poetry

Fifth six weeks

Biography, Autobiography, Essay

Sixth six weeks

Novel

On Going Assignments


It is important that all Pre-AP skills be taught but in no particular order.  Some skills need to be reinforced throughout the semester, and some can be mastered fairly easily.  The annotation of texts through close reading should be the skill that is on-going.  This practice is the essence of any Pre-AP class because it allows students to learn the connection between authors’ strategies and purpose and meaning.

Resources

Glencoe Literature (7)

Glencoe/McGraw-Hill Multicultural Series (6-8)

Prentice Hall Literature (7)

Out of the Dust

Karen Hesse

The Giver


Lois Lowry

The Captive


Scott O’Dell

Sing Down the Moon

Scott O’Dell

Holes



Louis Sachar

Laying the Foundation

Planning the First Six Weeks

Reading Selections


Aesop’s Fables




Teacher’s choice


Greek, Roman, Norse Myths



Teacher’s choice


“Anansi and His Visitor, Turtle”


Edna Mason Kaula


“No News” retold by




Connie R. Blake and 

                                                                 


Barbara Freeman


“The Bunyans”




Audrey Wood


“Brer Rabbit and Brer Lion”



Julius Lester


“Strawberries” retold by



Gayle Ross


“Aunty Misery”




Judith Ortiz Cofer


“Narcissus”





Jay Macpherson


“The Algonquin Cinderella” retold by

Idries Shah


“How the Snake Got Poison”



Nora Zeale Hurston


“The Little Lizard’s Sorrow” retold by

Mai Vo-Dinh


“The Engineer’s Ledge”



J. Frank Dobie


“Phaethon, Son of Apollo”



Olivia E. Coolidge

These selections represent the following countries or cultures:

Ghana, USA, Cherokee Nation, Canada, Puerto Rico, Greece, Africa, and Vietnam

	Literary and Rhetorical Analysis
	Grammar/Syntax
	Writing



	recognize elements of fiction 

      (Freytag’s Pyramid)

identify allusions, especially from  

      Greek, Roman, Norse myths

reinforce archetypes


setting


character
	identify and review simple, 

     compound, complex, compound-

     complex, sentences

identify declarative, interrogative, 

     imperative, exclamatory sentences 

     in close readings and analyze their 

     purpose
	analyze the author’s purpose by 

     stating this purpose in topic 

     sentences

develop topic sentences into 8-10 

     sentence paragraphs with 

     clinchers

develop writing skills through

     different modes of discourse


narrative


descriptive


expository


persuasive


General Activities:
· outline all selections using  Freytag’s Pyramid as a basis

   
exposition


rising action


climax


falling action


denouement

· look for setting and character archetypes in selections

· list similarities found in myths with particular attention to myths from Greece, Italy, and Scandinavia

· select any five myths which reflect five different cultures

· analyze the syntax of several opening paragraphs


what kind of sentences are there according to type and purpose?


how do these types of sentences foreshadow the theme and tone of


the selection?

· practice writing topic sentences analyzing author’s purpose

· expand topic sentences into well-developed paragraphs of exposition

· research origin of myths of countries represented

· write brief  reports on  customs of countries represented in myths

· write modern versions of selected myths

· rewrite some myths from antagonist’s point of view

· rewrite some myths with different endings 

Week one

· research the characteristics of myths, legends, folktales

· read or listen to selected fables by Aesop


establish fable characteristics


write a brief modern fable


include a moral at the end

· read or listen to selected Greek and Roman myths


list similarities


maintain a list of important gods and goddesses

Week two

· read “Phaethon, Son of Apollo


  “Narcissus”

· find allusions in daily life from these two myths: e.g.,


echo

Adonis


nemesis
narcissism

· read “Daedelus and Icarus” and connect with “Phaethon, Son of Apollo

· look for archetypes in both stories, especially


setting


character

· write about allusions and archetypes in paragraphs with 


topic sentences 


clinchers

Week three

· read “Brer Rabbit and Brer Lion”


 “Anansi and His Visitor, Turtle”


 “How the Snake Got Poison”

· research the first recorded African American folktales told by Joel Chandler Harris

· investigate the role of “the trickster” in myths

· analyze the opening paragraphs of the three selections for types of sentences according to form


simple


compound


complex


compound/complex

· connect to author’s purpose; look for examples of foreshadowing

· produce paragraphs with topic sentences and clinchers on subjects suggested by the teacher

Week four

· read “Strawberries”



  “The Algonquin Cinderella”

· research the Cherokee Nation, especially Sequoah and the Cherokee alphabet

· find three other variations of the Cinderella story

· research a few of the Algonquin-speaking tribes of the Ottawa River region (present day Quebec)

· connect the origins of the red rose and strawberries to the subject of love

· write your own version of the origin of a flower or fruit other than the rose or the strawberry

Week five

· read “The Little Lizard’s Sorrow”


 “Aunty Misery”

· connect the “clever strategies” of “Lizard’s Sorrow” with  “the trickster” of other tales

· connect the ideas of Buddhism with the ideas of worldly possessions in the Vietnamese tradition

· observe the structure of the first and last paragraphs of “Lizard’s Sorrow” and  connect to author’s purpose

· recognize the function of a symbol in a story: e.g., Death in “Aunty Misery”

· connect Aunty Misery to La Llorona, another woman who represents a painful human emotion in mythology

· research the conquest of Puerto Rico by Spain in  1509

Week six

· read “The Engineer’s Ledge”


 “The Bunyans”


 “No News”

· find other “tall Texas tales” about a treasure


characteristics



they have a beginning, middle, and an end



must be humorous



must have exaggeration

· write your own  “tall tale”

· write another ending for “The Engineer’s Ledge”

· explain why “The Engineer’s Ledge” is a legend

· write a story where the Bunyan family create another natural wonder in America

· identify the tone in “The Storyteller’s Note” which introduces “The Bunyans”

· plot the events in “No News”


explain why it is unusual


plot the events the way they actually happened

· explain the irony in “No News”


explain its function


identify the type of irony

· retell each story from another point of view

· create drawings of the main characters from each story

· create collages that depict each story

Second Six Weeks

Reading Selections


A Christmas Carol: Scrooge and Marley





          dramatized by


Israel Horovitz


The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street


Rod Serling


The Million-Pound Note




Mark Twain





          dramatized by


Walter Hackett


As the Crow Flies





David Henry Hwang


The Truth Teller





Diane Glancy

	Literary and Rhetorical Analysis
	Grammar/Syntax
	Writing



	identify the elements of Freytag’s 

     Pyramid


exposition


inciting incident


rising action


climax


falling action


denouement

identify types of irony


verbal


situational


dramatic

recognize the connection between 

     elements of drama and author’s   

     purpose

recognize the connection between 

     the use of irony and author’s 

     purpose and meaning
	identify author’s purpose through 

     strategies such as repetition

recognize the connection between 

     dialogue and meaning through 

     punctuation, especially the dash, 

     exclamation point, and colon

identify the use of local color, 

     dialogue, or use of dialect
	recognize the major and minor 

     themes in drama and write an 

     analysis through expository 

     paragraphs

identify the differences between 

     prose and dialogue

learn to understand the creative 

     process in drama


Activities

· find examples of verbal, situational, and dramatic irony in plays and act out the scenes where they occur; explain their effect

· outline the main parts of plays using Freytag’s Pyramid as the topics(divisions)

· select representative scenes from any two plays and compare the author’s use


of dialogue and use of punctuation

· examine the use of dialect in one or two plays and explain its effect

· find examples of local color in two or three plays and examine how this element


contributes to understanding

· choose a particular scene and rewrite it with an opposite point of view

· write a one act play or a scene as a sequel to one of the plays studied


write a one act play or a scene as a prequel to one of the plays studied


write paragraphs that analyze strategies authors use to develop themes

Third Six Weeks

Reading Selections









“Broken Chain”





Gary Soto


“Birthday Box”





Jane Yolen


“Rip Van Winkle”





Washington Irving


“New Directions”





Maya Angelou


“The Old Demon”





Pearl S. Buck


“Uncle Tony’s Goat”





Leslie Marmon Silko


“Charles”






Shirley Jackson


“Ribbons”






Laurence Yep


“Heartache”






Anton Chekhov


“Evening in Paris”





Denise Chavez


“Home”






Gwendolyn Brooks


“Stolen Day”






Sherwood Anderson


“Bums in the Attic”





Sandra Cisneros


“The Treasure of Today’s World”



Walter Dean Myers


“Rikki-tikki-tavi”





Rudyard Kipling


“Amigo Brothers”





Piri Thomas

	Literary and Rhetorical Analysis
	Grammar/Syntax
	Writing



	reinforce the use of imagery, details, 

     metaphor,  and simile to develop

     tone



identify and analyze the use of 

     symbol in prose

recognize allusion

identify point of view as a literary 

     element and determine its effect 

     on meaning
	analyze the types of sentences in 

     close reading passages

analyze the relationship between

      syntax and meaning

identify loose and periodic sentences

      and analyze their function  in

      several selections
	model timed-writing procedure for 

     students

establish the elements for well 

     constructed topic sentences

analyze differences in authors’ styles

identify and analyze point of view 

     and its effect on author’s purpose

analyze persuasive strategies in 

     several close readings


Activities

· review the opening paragraph of short stories to establish tone through author’s use of imagery, metaphor, simile, and detail

· analyze short stories by examining the most dominant element  in each


plot


character


setting


point of view


theme

· examine allusion in short stories and determine the type


literary


historical


biblical


mythological

· compare /contrast the opening and closing paragraphs of a short story for syntax and the effect of syntax on theme on meaning

· introduce timed writings on literary analysis


one or two per six weeks


one paragraph only


twenty minute time limit

· possible skills


analysis of diction to tone and meaning


analysis of allusion on meaning


analysis of strategies used by an author to construct an argument

· produce one major essay on a particular strategy or skill


multi-paragraph


introduction


body


conclusion

· experiment with original student essays

· imitate two or three authors’ styles in short essays

· write from a fictional character’s point of view

Fourth Six Weeks

Reading Selections


“I’ll Walk the Tightrope”




Margaret Donner


“The Courage That My Mother Had”



Edna St. Vincent










Millay


“Primer Lesson”





Carl Sandburg


“Annabel Lee”





Edgar Allan Poe


“The Pasture”






Robert Frost


“Birdfoot’s Grampa”





Joseph Bruchac


“Fable”






Ralph Waldo 










Emerson


“The Hippopotamus”





Ogden Nash


“The Caterpillar”





Ogden Nash


“Washed in Silver”





James Stephens


“Barter”






Sara Teasdale


“Can’t Tell”






Nellie Wong


“Linked”






Naomi Shihab Nye


“Dance of the Letters”




Vince Gotera


“We Wear the Mask”





Paul Laurence Dunbar


“Death of Dr. King”





Sam Cornish


“Leaves”






Countee Cullen


“The Negro Speaks of Rivers”



Langston Hughes


“The Space”






Gary Soto


“Chuparrosa: Hummingbird”




Pat Mora


“Marked”






Carmen Tafolla


“The Idea of Islands”





Judith Ortiz Cofer


“Love Poem”






Leslie Marmon Silko

	Literary and Rhetorical Analysis
	Grammar/Syntax
	Writing

	understand and identify metaphor, 

     simile, and imagery

acquire the proper vocabulary for

      imagery


tactile(touch)

olfactory (smell)

visual(sight)


auditory(sound)
gustatory(taste)

identify figures of speech

connect these figures of speech to 

     meaning

introduce various strategies to aid 

     students understand poetry 

     literally and symbolically

analyze  all elements of poetry 

     especially 

                 symbol 

                    allusion

    theme


    metaphor


                    simile


    imagery


                    personification
	recognize the function of punctuation

     in poetry

recognize the function of syntax in 

     poetry

identify the types of sentences used 

     in lines of poetry and their effect

analyze the purpose of internal and 

     external punctuation in poetry
	analyze several poems for figurative 

     language

formulate paragraphs that explain

      how figurative language develops

      tone

imitate  poets in student poetry

understand the process of writing

      longer essays of analysis


Activities

· maintain a proper tone vocabulary

· make lists of images in individual poems and

· connect these images to tone and meaning

· make lists of metaphors and similes in individual poems and

· connect these elements to tone and meaning

· paraphrase several poems before analyzing any literary element

· list all the types of sentences in individual poems; find patterns

· connect the structural pattern of a poem with author’s purpose

· create short poems (quatrains) that contain metaphors, similes, imagery, and personification

· write several 8-10 sentence paragraphs


topic sentence


short, appropriate quotes


analysis of one element (skill) at a time:e.g.,



significance of title



paraphrase of the poem



connotations of poetry elements



syntax and meaning



development of tone

· produce one or two multi-paragraph essays of analysis


introduction


body


concluding paragraph

Fifth Six Weeks

Reading Selections


“Early Reservation Days” from Early Reservation Days
John Stands In 










Timber


“My English”






Julia Alvarez

“The Chase” from An American Childhood

Annie Dillard

from Hunger of Memory




Richard Rodriguez

“Nolan Ryan, Texas Treasure”



William W. Lace

“All Together Now”





Barbara Jordan

“Strong Men Weep”





Benedict Cosgrove

“My Mother’s Mexico”




Ana Castillo

“No Gumption”





Russell Baker

“The Teacher Who Changed My Life”


Nicholas Cage


“I Am a Native of North America”



Chief Dan George


“The Dog Diaries”





Merrill Markee


“Turkeys”






Bailey White


“The Night the Bed Fell”




James Thurber

	Literary and Rhetorical Analysis
	Grammar/Syntax


	Writing

	identify author’s purpose in

      non-fiction

analyze close reading passages

learn how to annotate passages

identify the importance and effect of

      point of view in non-fiction

review and reinforce the function of

     detail, diction, and irony to tone

     and meaning
	analyze close reading passages for 

     syntax in general punctuation, 

     especially the colon, semi-colon,

     comma, exclamation point,

     and dash 

sentence construction according to 

      form and type

      independent and dependent   

      clauses verbals and prepositional 

      phrases loose and periodic 

      sentences

establish the function and effect of 

     each and connect to author’s 

     purpose
	learn to analyze an argument

learn to construct an argument

learn to interpret author’s use of 

     facts, quotes, and evidence


Activities

· practice close readings and annotation of passages

· list details in passages that determine author’ purpose

· list nouns and verbs in opening paragraphs of selected passages; give connotations of each; explain effect; connect to author’s purpose

· chart the syntax of opening and closing passages of  several selections


compare/contrast


look for foreshadowing details


connect these details with final outcomes

· compare the syntactical pattern of two authors in opening passages

· chart loose and periodic sentences from several selections and observe their function

· choose a passage no longer that forty-five lines appropriate for argumentation


take note of main rhetorical strategies used by author


establish the effect of these strategies


write an analysis explaining the connection between strategies and persuasion  

                   (see mini-lesson on argumentation)

· construct an argument(see mini-lesson on argumentation)

· model author’s use of quotes and evidence in an essay

· imitate a particular author’s style in an essay with special attention to syntax 

Sixth Six Week

Reading Selections


Out of the Dust





Karen Hesse

 
The Giver






Lois Lowry


The Captive






Scott O’Dell


Sing Down the Moon 




Scott O’Dell


Holes







Louis Sachar

	Literary and Rhetorical Analysis
	Grammar/Syntax
	Writing

	analyze function of main literary 

     elements of longer fiction


setting


character


plot


conflict


rising action


climax


denouement


point of view


theme

learn to annotate close reading 

     passages for function of


detail


diction



                tone


and connection to meaning

identify author’s purpose in longer 

     fiction

study the historical settings of certain

      novels
	closely read and annotate passages 

     and look for types of sentence 

     structure

explain the function  of syntax on 

     meaning

analyze the function of loose and 

     periodic sentences in close 

     readings

analyze the function of prepositional

     phrases and verbals in close

     readings
	write in-class timed writings

recognize differences in authors’

      styles

analyze close reading passages rather

      than summarizing them

revise content material

correctly use quotes and evidence


Activities

· research the Depression and Dust Bowl in Oklahoma


· research the Navajo Long Walk

· research the Mayan deity  Kukulcan and the Aztec deity  Quetzalcoatl

· research the Texas Juvenile Penal System

· annotate opening passages from selected novels and recognize the effect of 

· literary elements as tools of foreshadowing

· describe author’s methods of character development

· chart the sentence structure of opening passages


identify all types


establish function


connect to author’s purpose

· observe occasions when loose and periodic sentences are used


identify subject matter discussed


identify effect

· identify all verbals and prepositionl phrases in a close reading passage

identify types of sentences in which they appear


establish their effect

· imitate author’s style in student essays

· continue timed writings


one paragraph


twenty minute time limit


teacher generated prompts( open-ended prompts on AP Literature Exam)

Choose a character who is alienated from society.  Explain 




the alienation and what is learned about the society from which




he or she is alienated.     The Giver



Choose a novel where the setting plays an important role.  




Describe the setting, and explain how it contributes to the




understanding of the novel.  You may consider how it helps




to develop character or a minor or major theme. Out of the Dust



Choose a novel where a character appears very briefly or not at all.

Describe this character and explain how his or her development contributes to the understanding of the novel.   The Captive



Choose a novel where a character is faced with a difficult decision 




he or she must make.  Explain the decision and show how this




decision develops a major theme. Sing Down the Moon



Choose a novel where the main character has a friend or helper he




trusts and confides in.  This friend is called a confidant.  Identify 




this confidant and explain how this confidant  contributes to the




understanding of the novel.  Holes 

